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HE man who thinks that he never is influenced 

by advertising is not really thinking! Adver- 

tising is always telling folks about something. All 

of us are always learning about sometifing through 

that means of cUmmunication. Are you making 

good use of that.mieans as found in this paper from 
week to week ? 
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The Crown of Thorns 


By Grace H. Hamilton 


HAT was worn in His crown ? 
Peter’s curse and Pilate’s frown, 
Wrath of John and Judas’ vow, 
Pressed upon our High Priest’s brow. 
ys 


All the scorn and all the hate, 
All the anger and the prate, 
All the prejudice and lore, 
Treasured in Judean store. 


Oh, my God, and can it be 
That doubt and fear in even me 
Woven in that crown of thorn 
Did that royal brow adorn? 


Do my doubt and do my fear 
Pierce the ages far and near? 
Do they press upon His brow 
Now as then, and then as now ? 


Through the darkness and the tears, 
Through the dimness of the years, 
Through the sorrow and the pain, 
Shines that glorious crown again, 


Luminous with love it glows, 

All its brilliance overflows, 

And the love transforms the pain, 
Makes His heritage a gain, 


Turns my doubt to simple trust: 
I believe, believe I must.§ 

When such love has set me free, 
Love that wore a crown for me! 


An “Untoward Generation” 

In what direction is our generation headed? In 
an address at the recent Winter Victorious Life Con- 
ference in Philadelphia, Mr. Archie Dyer, of the 
Japan Evangelistic Band, quoted the Authorized Ver- 
sion’s rendering of a sentence from Peter’s sermon 
on the day of Pentecost: “Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation” (Acts 2:40). And he went 
on to say that the world and the worldly church in 
our time are turned “toward” a speculative philas- 
ophy and evolutionary science, pleasure-seeking, 
money-making, toward everything indeed but 
The untoward generation in which Peter lived: had 
but a few weeks before crucified God, and Peter was 
telling them that the God’ whom they had treated 
in that way was after all the only one who could 
save them. It has been possible at times in a large 
way even to turn generations around and make them 
face the other way. The Reformation turned the 
face of generations. The Wesleyan movement in 
England turned a generation around, and even sec- 
ular historians say that the Wesleys and Whitefield 
saved England from what France suffered in the 
French Revolution. Whether it be possible to save 
our own generation from its “untowardness” or not, 
there are many who may be saved from it, and the 
world needs more Peters to do what David did in his 
time, — “for David . . . served his own generation 
by the counsel of God” (Acts 13:36, R. V., margin). 
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Getting Impressions of God 

~Efitfatice into. the presenge-of greatness usually 
leaves an -indelible impression upon one saint. li 
this is true of great men, how true it s be of 
God! Have we ever entered into his. presence long 
enough and really enough to get a memorable impres- 
sion ‘of him? Or do we rush in quickly in the hurry 
of everyday life, fling a few petitions at him, and 
then rush out again to desk, school-room, kitchen, 
work-bench, counter, pulpit, without any realization 
of what an omnipotent God and wonderful Saviour 
we have? The personalities of all the notable peo- 
ple with whom we are acquainted are but chips of the 
Creator’s image in which they are made. Add all the 
charm, grace, dignity, magnetism of all the greatest 
worthies who ever lived, and we canhot even ap- 
proach to a proper conception of the personality of 
God. Abraham, impressed with God’s glory, was 
moved to an obedience that led him to pitch his tent 


-Humanity’s 


UT of the World War came new expressions 
capable of use in stating spiritual facts in a 
fresh way. Such is the phrase “Zero Hour.” 

It signified the very instant an offensive should be- 


n. 

Toward this moment every preparation converged 
and from it every action radiated. It was the leris 
through which all was focused, the one and only ref- 
erence point of time for the whole engagement. It 
was the key. Ammunition was provided, artillery 
aimed, troops rested, fed, and placed, instructions 
distributed, and watches set. So intense became the 
nervous strain on the ready and waiting forces that 
they could scarce be restrained, and there were those 
who bit their tongues to pieces without feeling it. In 
every way it was a climax, though, to be sure, the 
hour of final and complete victory, which came later, 
was the supreme moment. 

Humanity has had a zero hour supreme and- alone 
in the immense magnitude of its import. Around it 
have centered all the plans of God from the begin- 
ning of time. It was salvation’s pivot. Even before 
the way of the tree of life was closed was the prom- 
ise given in Eden. Of it gave all the prophets wit- 
ness, as they inquired and searched diligently, unto 
whom it was revealed that not unto themselves but 
unto us they did minister the things the angels de- 
sire to look into. Happening upon happening in the 
Old Testament, the passover lamb, the brazen ser- 
pent, and every sacrifice pointed to this great hour, 


far from home-folks in a land of aliens. The God 
who is enwrapped in fire burned all self-confidence 
out of Moses, Isaiah, impressed with God’s majesty, 
gets a sense of his own uncleanness. Paul, actually 
blinded by his vision, is moved to self-surrendered 
obedience. John, who used not to hesitate to lean 
on Christ’s breast, when ‘he glimpses him in his 
uncreated glory that he had with the Father before 
the world was, falls at his feet in a new humbleness. 
One of the great missionary leaders of our day 
spends the major portion of his prayer time in adora- 
tion, If we did more of this, would not God, who 
knows what we need and what we want before we 
ask him, give us so lavishly that we would even for- 
get to beg him for things? 


x 
The Arbuckle Incident 


Searching consideration of. the “movies” resulted 
from the tragic incident and criminal trial with which 
the name of a famous motion picture comedian was 
connected. The Sunday School Times in its issue of 
ques 13 commented on the resignation from Mr. 

ill H.-Hays’ Advisory Committee of a prominent 
business man, the resignation being based on the 
ground that the reinstating of Arbuckle had “of- 
fended the moral! sense of a large section of the Amer- 
ican people.” Statements have now been made to the 
ublic by Arbuckle himself, and by his film producers. 

rly in February the actor announced that he was 
“done. with acting” and that ‘he has signed a contract 
to “direct comedies.” His former film producers 
have repeatedly stated that they had not intended and 
do not intend to release the Arbuckle pictures that 
are in their possession. One result, therefore, of the 
widespread protest from an outraged American pub- 
lic seems to be the pérmanent removal from the pic- 
tures themselves of a notorious member of the pro- 
fession. Yet this does not mean, and cannot mean, 
that the motion picture business and exhibitions are 
going to be “cleansed.” The dramatic profession as 
it exists to-day is demoralizing; for this reason, many 
Christian people do not and cannot conscientiously 
countenance it. The whole question of the relation 
of the individual Christian and of the Church to 
motion pictures is discussed, from various angles, in 
a pamphlet published by The Sunday School Times 
Company, entitled, “Shall the Church Use Motion 
Pictures?” (the pamphlet may be had at 5 cents, or 
50 cents a dozen copies). 


Zero Hour 


until in the fulness of time He came who should 
take away the sin of the world. 

Again and again he spoke to his chosen ones about 
this great event, and on the holy transfiguration mount 
it was the theme of Moses and Elijah as they talked 
with him. For this, also, in the sanctity of the upper 
chamber the bread and wine received a 1uew symbolic 
meaning. In the garden of agony he prayed that it 
might pass from him. 

And what was this hour? It was the hour of Cal- 
vary, the hour of darkness and earthquake, of terror 
and forsakenness for the Holy One:*the hour of the 
cross. It was humanity’s Zero Hour because it was 
the Som of man as well as the Son of God who went 
down into death to bring life and immortality to 
light and eternal redemption for us. He went through 
No Man’s Land to the stronghold of the enemy and 
came back on Easter morning leading captivity cap- 
tive. 

From then on, the faith and hope of man looked 
not only forward but also backward. Christ him- 
self directed this backward look. “O fools, and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken; 
ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and 
to enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses and 
all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning himself.” 

The entire life of the newborn church radiated 
from it. The barb in the Pentecostal sermon was 
the crucifixion. And ever afterward does Peter re- 
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turn to the same theme, whether he is speaking to 
sinners or to saints. “Be it known unto you all, and 
to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom 
raised from the dead, even by him doth this man 
stand here before you whole.” And again, “Ye know 
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold, from your .vain conversation re- 
ceived by tradition from your fathers; but with the 
precious blood of Christ.” John speaks of “Him 
that loved us and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood.” Paul “preached Christ crucified, unto 
the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks fool- 
ishness,.” He determined not to know anything amon 
the Corinthians, save “Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
The church believes itself buried with him by bap- 
tism into death, and as often as it eats “this bread 
and drinks this cup” it shows forth “the Lord’s death, 
till he come.” 

It was not the final victory. If it had been, the 
apostle would not have told his young friend to fight 
the good fight, nor would he have so minutely de- 
tailed the whole armor of God, including the shield 
of faith and the sword of the Spirit. He would not 
have said, “We wrestle not agairist flésh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this wor d, against spiritual 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


wickedness in high places.” The history of the saints 
from that day unto this has been that of a church 
militant and is as bright a chapter of heroes of faith 
as is Hebrews eleven of the period of preparation. 

.And there shall be yet greater battles, as is told 
us by the seer of the Apocalypse. Michael shall fight 
against the Sragion, The beast and his kings shall make 
war with the Lamb. Armageddon shall be drenched 
with blood. The outcome shall be final victory. 
“For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under 
his feets The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where 
is thy victory? ... But thanks be to God, which 

iveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

rist.” 

But the pivot of all this eternal epic was the mo- 
ment when the veil of the temple was rent in twain 
from the es to the bottom and the earth did quake, 
and the rocks were rent, whefi the Son of man and 
the Son of God cried with a loud voice and yielded 


up the ghost. It was of this moment that the four 


and twenty elders sang in their new song, saying, 
“Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof; for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation,” That was Human- 
ity’s Zero Hour. 





Can Christ Deliver 
the Defeated and Hopeless? 


If you can help me through Notes on Open Letters I 
shall be very grateful. For some time I have desired 
to write to you; then I have thought it would do no 
good; no one could help me, besides I have been helped 
so much, spiritually, but failed to be true until it al- 
most seems useless. But your continued affirmations 
of victory in Christ, and the whole tone of your paper 
is one of hope for the worst in Christ, so I, who am 
worse than the worst, am coming to you in distress of 
soul. 

May I say first, that I believe and endorse every 
teaching of the Times, during these more than twelve 
years that I have been a subscriber; though it seems 
its precious truths are not for me, all through my own 
fault. 

For years I have been a professing Christian, have 
at times enjoyed great peace of soul, and hungered 
and thirsted after God; then go into awful sin. Strange, 
but true, there is a deep spiritual nature, and a sensual 
one. Because no forms of worldliness appeal to me, 
and because of my deep interest in Christian service, 
and revivals, people have thought me unusually spir- 
itual. This is not magnifying self; I tell this with sor. 
row and shame; and because of a gentle and sympa- 
thetic disposition people love me; and no one ever sus- 
pects the awful blackness of my sins. I feel like a 
hypocrite to have so much love and friendship given 
me, when if my secret sins were known I would be 
ostracised. 

What must I do? I hate my sins; have many, many 
times vowed to God that I’d never commit it again; 
have sworn it, and have prayed for death rather than 
to sin again; and have been kept for five and six years; 
then would deliberately go into sin again. I hate and 
loathe it, though not half as much as I ought. I used 
to be so miserable about it that it was always in my 
mind; I regret to say that I do not always feel that 
way now; often it is forgotten for a while, though I 
do hate my sin, and would rather die than do it again. 

Do you think I am like King Saul? That the Spirit 
has left me; and that that is why I vow, but fail to 
“pay my vows”? I have even attended one Victorious 
Life Conference, and tiiought I received Christ as my 
Victory; in past years (before going to the conference) 
I had at times been blessed of God and seemed to be 
used of him to help others into a deeper life. Is there 
now any hope for me; or should I give up trying to 
pray and desiring Victory? 

Do you think that after all I am not one of God’s 
sheep? The “sheep hear his voice.” I do not. They 
follow him; I start only. 

One thing more in conclusion. I am not worthy of 
this position where I am working; but if I were to re- 
sign hardship would fall upon others, and because my 
employer thinks I fill it well he wishes me to remain 
(he knows nothing of my sins). I can not confess my 
sin; it would bring disgrace upon many. Have I any 
right to any place in God’s service? People have for 
years told me I should be in His service, that God had 
a special work for me. I long prayed to find my place, 
and thought it was here. If you can give me any hope 
and advice I will be so grateful to you.u—A Sad Reader. 


One thing is very plain. This saddened, defeated, 
almost hopeless reader is in the “place” where God 
wants her to be, and that place is Jesus Christ. She 
is in Christ. No one suffers as she has because of sin, 
no one longs to be free from sin as she does, no one 
keeps turning to God for deliverance as she has done, 
unless that one has a grieved Holy Spirit within the 
heart, pleading to have His own way fully and con- 
tinually in that life. This reader’s case is entirely 
different from that of King Saul. After his sins, 
Saul gave no evidence of any real seeking after God 
in repentance and heart-desire for forgiveness, cleans- 
ing, and holiness. There are unmistakable evidences 





throughout this entire letter that its writer is a born 

again child of God. There were no such evidences in 

the life of Saul. Right through the years this reader 

has been following the Good Shepherd, even though 

she has fallen, in her oa me, repeated and 
° 


rievous sins. But she has kept following, and she is 
ollowing by the writing of this heart-hungry, plead- 
ing letter for help. It ts the Holy Spirit within her, 
grieved and quenched, but not departed, who is work- 
ing within her “both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure.” And he will perfect that which he has 
oe (Phil, 1:6), for he has pledged fiis Word to 
this. 

The steps for this defeated Christian to take, and 
for ‘all others in her position, are very simple and 
definite.. They can be taken without any emotional- 
ism, — though if deep feeling comes, that. is all right. 
We are to. pay no attention to feelings, but we are 
to pay every attention to God’s Word. 

irst, she must confess her sins to God. Even if 
she has already done this many times, let it be done 
again, alone with God, in fulness, and in whatever. de- 
tail He prompts at the time. This is to be done in 
acceptance of God’s Word that “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 
1:9). Not that we can remember all our sins to con- 
fess, or that we need to attempt to go through a full 
list of them; but in an unreserved, unqualified way 
we are to recognize our sins before God, not evading 
any responsibility for them, but acknowledging their 
blackness and enormity. As we do this, we are then 
to thank our Lord Jesus Christ that he does “forgive 
us our sins,” and does “cleanse us from all unright- 
edusness.” We are then to thank him that he has 
made us as white and spotless and clean and holy as 
he is himself, This is God’s Word; not to believe it 
is to make God a liar. For Christ himself is de- 
scribed as “white like wool, as white as snow” (Rev. 
1:14); and God says to the sinner: “Come. now, 
and let us reason together, ... : though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (isa. es: 


18). 

Then, with thanksgiving to God for this great mercy 
in having given his only Son to die for her, having 
been “made sin” for her that she “might be made the 
righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21), she is 
to surrender her life wholly to the mastery of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let this be done again, even 
though it has been done before. “Surrender” sim- 
ply means handing oneself over to God. It is done 

y a simple act of the will, just as easily as one would 
hand a book to a friend. Here is God’s call to do 
this: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy; acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). As she does this 
she is to trust God and the blood of Jesus to make 
her “holy,” or clean, as he has promised; and she is 
to recognize that, because of Christ’s finished work, 
she is “accepted in the beloved” (Eph. 1:6). 

And now, having confessed and been cleansed, and 
having yielded herself fully to God, she is to turn her 
thoughts away from all else, and look at Jesus only. 
Very likely Satan or self will come at her with 
thoughts of that tragic past, or with hopeless fears 
for the future. But what about Christ? Is his holi- 
ness, his righteousness, his character and perfection, 
stained or weakened by her past? Is he filled with 
fears about his own future? What about Christ? Is 
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he really perfect? Is he really truthful? Is he really 
faithful? Is he able, even to omnipotence? If there 
can be but one answer to these questions, let her 
thank God that, so far as Christ is: concerned,’ she 
has no doubts or feats. For God’s Word tells her 
that the only ig 4 to live is by “looking away unto 
Jesus.” That is the literal ate AE of Hebrews 12: 
2. We must look away from all else, from self, 
past, and future, and sin, and temptation, and others, 
and face Jesus only. Then he can and will do the 
rest. He will do it instantly. He will do it omnip- 
otently. He will do it triumphantly. And as she con- 
tinues to thank God for the Lord Jesus Christ, his 
rfection, his faithfulness, his sufficiency, moment 

y moment, he will keep her moment, by moment in 
holiness and purity and victory. He will see to it 
that she is “filled with the Spirit.” The Holy Spirit 
himself will produce all “the fruit of the Spirit” in 
her life now, and moment by moment; and that fruit 
is “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, meekness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

This reader, like many others, needs to recognize 
the difference between the “soulish” and the “spir- 
itual” in her own life. She recognizes that there is 
in her “a deep spiritual nature, and a sensual one”; 
that “forms of worldliness” do not appeal to her, 
and that she has a “gentle-and sympathetic disposi- 
tion.” Any one with this natural temperament — and 
there are many such—is likely to deceived by 
thinking that what is really part of the soul-life is 
an expression of the truly spiritual life, when it may 
not be that at all. God wiff help us to distinguish be- 
tween these. “For the word of God is living, and ac- 
tive, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of 
both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). In 
matters that may seem to be on the highest spiritual 
plane men and women are sometimes led into sin, by 
a fellowship and sympathy which are, after all, only 
“soulish” instead of being of the Holy Spirit. We 
must ask God to guard us against this, and he prom- 
ises to do so. 

As to this reader’s place of work, it would seem. 
to be a sound principle that God would have us re- 
main where we are unless he plainly shows us by 
leadings and circumstances that are beyond doubt 
that he would have us go elsewhere. It may be God’s 
will ‘to keep this child of his just where she is and 
demonstrate the richness and power of his grace “ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that she asks or thinks” 
(Eph, 3: 20). 

“Now unto him that is-able to keep you from fall- 


ing, and to present you faultless before the preseiice’ 


of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise 
od our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever. Amen” (Jude 24, 25). 








A Prayer by Mr. Wanamaker 




















Offered in a Brotherhood meeting, February 10, 1907 


GOD, our Father, we thank Thee with full hearts fore 

all Thy-lovingkindness and tender mercies. Thou. dost 

remember us from day to day: not one of us is for- 
gotten before Thee. 

We thank Thee for the love that is in our hearts for 
one another. Above all, we thank Thee for the love that 
led Thee to give thine only Begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. We bless Thee for the tenderness, the strength and 
security of Thy love, and that we have that to hold on to 
in the midst of so much that is perishing. 

We pray, Father, that Thou wouldst take account of us 
all and be merciful to our weaknesses. Visit the homes 
that need Thee. Heal the sick; be pitiful to the man with 
no friends; and bless the dear fellows who are in the hos- 
pitals. We pray for those who are wandering in sin and 
who are trying to find a resting-place for their tired feet. 
May they find it by returning to the old home, or to the 
old Sunday-school class, or Brotherhood meeting. Meet 
them Thyself, Father, and put thine arms about them. 
If there is one that is away from the fold, while we, the 
ninety and nine, are safely gathered in, send some man 
after him to bring him back. 

We pray, Father, for Thy grace upon us all, and thank 
Thee for the blessing that came to us last Sunday morn- 
ing and that lasted the whole long week. Keep us close 
to Thee, O blessed Christ. May we be kept so near Thee 
as to feel Thy very heart-beats. Bless us as we read our 
verses, and may we know that Thou art speaking to us, 
and may they impart strength io our souls. May we love 
Thy truth, and may our meat and drink be to do Thy will. 

Gracious Father, we pray for the dear men who are ab- 
sent, the man with the typhoid fever and whose life is 
close to the border-line, and who longs for our sympathy 
and prayer. Rekindle the spark which has almost gone 
out, and beat back the black demon of death that hovers 
about his bed. Bless the men who signed the pledge 
last Sunday, and the one, who, hiding the tears that were 
in his eyes, turned his face to go home and téll his wife 
of a husband regenerated, who was beginning life anew. 
Bless the man who fears the return of the curse that was 
killing him. Help him to look to Jesus, his Great Elder 
Brother and Friend, and may he find strength to over- 
come. Put around him the arms of Thy love, and may he 
feel their gentle pressure and rejoice in Thine all-sufficient 
grace. Send messages from Heaven to us to-day: lead 
us life’s journey through, and then may we all enjoy the 
oo of our Father’s home. We ask it in Jesus’ Name 

men. 
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Christ’s Resurrection From a Lawyer’s Viewpoint 


What is your verdict as a judge as the “ Appeal Book” 
evidence ? 


is put in 


HE most significant claim made in behalf of 
| Christianity is that its Founder, —_ of Naz- 
areth, arose from the dead after 

When the report spread through Jerusalem that the 


is crucifixion. 


crucified Nazarene had arisen from the dead and 
was alive, Pontius Pilaté, the Roman Governor of 
Palestine, who had pronounced the sentence of death on 
Jesus, considered his rumored resurrection of suffi- 
cient importance to send a report thereof to the Em- 
peror Tiberias at Rome. The Emperor treated the 
matter with sufficient seriousness to refer it officially 
to the Roman Senate, whose province it was, under 
the law, to pass upon all claims to deity in the Em- 
pire. “For an ancient law prevailed that no one 
should be made a god by the Romans except by a 
vote and decree of the Senate.” But the Senate re- 
jected the Nazarene’s claim to deity, “ostensibly be- 
cause they had not first examined into the matter.” 
(Eusebius’ Church History, Book 2, Chapter 2.) | 

The writer’s aim in this paper is to “examine into 
the matter” of the claim that Jesus arose from the 
dead, and to consider whether that claim is based 
on sufficient proof to establish its validity. . 

For the purposes of this discussion you will re- 

rd yourselves as constituting a Court of Law of 
inal Resort, and as having before you a Cause on 
appeal for your consideration and decision. The Rec- 
ord, or “Appeal Book,” upon which your decision is 
to be made up is the Bible, and in especial, the New 
Testament. This Record lies before you, having 
come in due course from the lower courts. The 

uestion for decision is, Did Jesys of Nazareth rise 
rom the dead? 

Or, to lay aside the legal figure, the Bible comes 
to us down through the centuries «od lies before 
us to-day as the Record of the events and claims 
upon which the Christian Church has been built, and 
as the postulate of the Christian faith. The corner- 
stone of that faith is the Risen and ever-living Christ. 


The Point at Issue 


The question for our consideration and decision is, 
Did Jesus arise from the dead after he had been 
crucified? If so, in what form did he come forth? 
In other words, -was the actual body of Jesus, which 
was crucified on the cross and laid in the tomb, raised 
from death into life? 

In the consideration -of this subject we shall take 
first the Record as we find it, sift the evidence therein 
contained and endeavor to determine just what it es- 
tablishes as to the resurrection. 

Secondly, you will be expected to consider the wit- 
nesses whose testimony is contained in the Record, 
whether they are competent and credible, and whether 
their testimony is consistent and convincing. 

Thirdly, you will be asked to determine whether 
the record of that testimony is true. 

This may appear to be a rather pretentious pro- 
gram, but we shall not go far afield in discussing the 
genuineness of the Record. The legal bearing of 
that question, however, cannot be entirely ignored. 

Turning to the Record we must ascertain first of 
all whether the death of Jesus is established beyond 
a reasonable doubt. There is a mass of circumstan- 
tial evidence proving his arrest, trial, and sentence 
to death by crucifixion. The execution of the death 
sentence is given with vivid and dramatic detail. The 
evidence carries Jesus all the way from the Garden 
ef Gethsemane where he was taken from among his 
friends, to Golgotha where he was crucified. His 
name was fastened on his cross in the three languages 
so that there could be no mistaking his identity. 

The circumstances of his death are such that there 
can be no doubt that it was a real death —no swoon 
or suspended animation. When the soldiers charged 
with the execution of the death penalty observed that 
Jesus had died, in order to make assurance doubly 
sure a spear was thrust into his side, bringing forth 
blood and water. 

The death of Jesus was certified to before Pilate 
by the centurion who was appointed to carry into 
effect the sentence of the court. Pilate thereupon is- 
sued a permit for the burial of the body of Jesus 
(Mark 15: 43-45). | 

Next we have evidence as to the disposition of the 
dead body. There is no mistaking the identity here. 
The legs of the two others crucified that day were 
broken ; the legs of Jesus were not broken. Only he, 
of the three, received the spear-thrust in the side. 

All four of the Evangelists identify the man who 
buried the body of Jesus as Joseph of Arimathea. 

e gather from the accounts also that this Joseph 
buried the body in his own tomb which was new and 
had never been used and that it was near to the place 
of the crucifixion. There is no opportunity for un- 
certainty here. When the body had been deposited in 
this tomb a great stone was rolled against the open- 








“The only proper explanation of Christianity to-day 
is the resurrection of Christ. Thomas Arnold of 
Rugby, no mean judge of historical evidence, said 
that the resurrection was the ‘best attested fact in 
human history.’” So states the Rev. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, D. D., in his article “The Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ” in the International Standard Bible 
Encyclopedia. Mr. Jamison’s article, which will 
run through two more consecutive issues, is being 
published in an attractive booklet and may be 
ordered from The Sunday School Times Com- © 
pany, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, at 25 cents. 








ing, thereby closing it. The evidence shows that 
certain women who knew Jesus well, being of his 
company, witnessed the burial and noted the location 
of the tomb (Luke 23:55). 

It is recorded also that by request of the chief 
priests and Pharisees and by order of Pilate, the stone 
closing the opening of the tomb was officially sealed 
and a guard was posted to keep the body undisturbed. 
This guard was composed of not less than four men: 
a “corporal’s guard.” 

Early on the second morning following the burial 
—on the third day, as the Jews reckoned time — this 
tomb was found open by women who came to visit 
it, the same women who had witnessed the burial, but 
the body was gone (Luke 23:55 to 24:3). 

It is shown also that “an angel of the Lord” came 
and rolled away the stone from the door of the tomb. 
His appearance was so terrifying that “the watchers 
did quake and become as dead men” (Matt. 28: 2-4). 
This angel, attended by another, announced that the 
Lord had risen from the dead and was alive (Matt. 
28: 5-7; Mark 16:5, 6; Luke 24:4-7). On receiving 
this information and a commission to bear it to the 
disciples, the women hurriedly left the tomb. 

They became separated, however, so that one of 
them, Mary Magdalene, was left alone, when she saw 
Jesus alive. She at first mistook him for the gar- 
dener; but when he spoke to her calling her by name 
she recognized him fully. He told her that he would 
ascend to God. He also appeared to the other wo- 
men, on their way to the disciples. These women 
took hold of his feet (Matt. 28:9). He directed them 
to tell the disciples to meet him in Galilee, 


Five Appearances the Day He Rose 


Peter and John also came and found the tomb 
empty. John noted the grave clothes disposed in such 
fashion that he was convinced that Jesus had risen. 
Later Peter saw the Lord. The same day Jesus ap- 
peared and talked with two disciples on their way 
to a village named Emmaus. That evening a com- 
pany of disciples were assembled in the city, when 
suddenly the Lord himself stood in their midst. They 
were terrified at the sight of him, supposing it to 
be a spirit. He said, “See my hands and my feet 
that it is I, myself; handle me and see, for a spirit 
has not flesh and bones as you see me having.” And 
he asked if they had anything to.eat. They gave 
him a piece of broiled fish, which he took and ate 
before them (Luke 24: 39-43). 

_All these five appearances occurred on the day of 
his resurrection. Thomas had not been present when 
Jesus appeared to the disciples, and he refused to be- 
lieve their testimony. A week later the disciples were 
again assembled, and Thomas with them, the doors 
being closed. Jesus suddenly appeared in the midst. 
Addressing Thomas, he said, “Reach hither thy fin- 
ger, and see my hands; and reach hither thy hand 
and put it into my side; and be not faithless but be- 
lieving.” Thomas, thoroughly convinced that it was 
Jesus alive, exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!” 
— said to him, “Because you have seen me you 

ave believed. Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have have believed” (John 20: 24-209). 

Another appearance was by the Sea of Galilee, 
where Jesus fed seven of the disciples with fish 
which he had cooked (John 21: 9-12). The next re- 
corded appearance was in the mountain of Galilee, 
at a place which he had designated. The eleven apos- 
tles were there certainly. And: the probabilities are 
that there were more than five hundred in the com- 
pany. The appearance to James, the Lord’s brother, 
may be referred to next. James did not believe in 
Jesus before his death; but he is found in the com- 
pany of believers immediately after the ascension. 
This appearance to James is a natural explanation 
of the radical change in his attitude toward Jesus. 
The last appearance specifically referred to in the 
Gospels is that which was made to the eleven apos- 
tles and which ended in the ascension into the heavens. 

The “Record” clearly indicates that there were 
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other appearances not described or even mentioned in 
its pages (see John 20: 30, 31; Acts 1:3). 

have now presented the case for the resurrection 
as laid down in the Gospels. Upon this presentation I 
contend that the physical resurrection of Jesus is 
proved and established, 

That the disciples believed that they saw their Lord 
alive after his crucifixion is very evident, Josephus, 
in his “Antiquities of the Jews,” Book 18, chapter 3, 
section 3, writes, “When Pilate at the suggestion of 
the principal men amongst us had him (Jesus con- 
demned to the cross, those that loved him at the 
first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them 
alive again the third day.” Whether you accept this 
statement as made by Josephus or consider it an in- 
terpolation, it supports the contention that the first 
disciples of Jesus were held together by, and the 
church was founded upon, belief in his resurrection. 

It is equally clear that the disciples believed in the 
physical resurrection of Jesus. They testify that they 
saw his body, handled it, heard his voice, ate with 
him of food which he had prepared, and saw him 
eat of food which they gave him. 

Professor Kirsopp Lake declares that “it is certainly 
true that the doctrine of the resurrection which played 
so large a part in the spread of Christianity was 
bound up with the belief in a resurrection of the 
flesh.” (“Historical Evidences+ for the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ,” page 277.) Yet Professor Lake re- 
jects this belief for himself. 

Objection is raised to the case here made out, on 
the ground that the witnesses are not competent and 
credible. Let us consider this objection. 

It is claimed that the disciples were nervous and 
excitable after the crucifixion, and were subject to 
hellucination. It is suggested that they were for the 
most part uneducated and untrained men and could 
easily be imposed on. The theory is advanced that 
some one of them of an imaginative and emotional 
nature combined with a strong personality — who an- 
swered to this description so well as Peter? —con- 
ceived the idea that Jesus might come to life; then 
imagined that he actually saw him alive. How natu- 
ral, they exclaim, for him to confide his subjective ex- 
periences to other disciples and persuade them that 
the experiences were objective! Love of their Mas- 
ter, the cherished memory of his words and deeds 
and a great longing to see him again, would prove a 
fruitful soil in which these simple peasants could grow 
a crop of supposed “appearances.” 

This theory of subjective experiences may be 
gtouped with the related theories of hallucination, 
auto-suggestion, and mental suggestion. In this con- 
nection may be considered the notion that the dis- 
ciples knew that Jesus had not come to-life, but they 
yielded to the temptation to make that claim and to 
support it by manufactured proof. These theories 
may all be included in the single statement thai the 
disciples. were ‘either deceived, or deceivers, or both. 


Evidence in Rebuttal 


In answer to these theories it is to be replied that 
the disciples had not expected their Lord to arise 
from the dead. - They were at the first persistent un- 
believers in the resurrection, and were driven to 
faith only by convincing and overwhelming proofs. 
The first reports brought by the women were re- 
garded as “idle talk” (Luke 24:10, 11). Even when 
Jesus appeared in the midst of the company on the 
evening of the resurrection, they would not at first be- 
lieve it was he, but supposed they saw a spirit. The 
Lord upbraided them for their unbelief and proved 
that he was present in his material body by eating a 
piece of fish in their presence (Luk@ <4: 39-43). Had 
these men banded themselves together in an agree- 
ment to impose on the public a fake resurrection, offi- 
cial investigation or popular persecution would soon 
have exposed the imposture. One or more members 
of so large a company would have turned “state’s 
evidence.” No. These witnesses are credible. Their 
testimony bears the marks of honesty and sincerity. 

hen threatened and subjected to persecution, they 
refused to retract their statements. Not a few of 
them, as Stephen, sealed their testimony with their 
blood. They had nothing of a material nature to 
gain, but everything to lose, by their persistence. 

heir testimony is “testimony against interest” — the 
best obtainable. In life these men were moral, un- 
selfish, and devoted to the good of others. They were 
practical men of affairs living in the midst of 
crowds; not dreamers, not easily imposed on, .not 
given to hallucinations, not subject to “brain storms.” 
As founders of the Church, they proved themselves 
sane, self-controlled, sound in judgment, and broad 
in sympathy. The only reasonable motive that can be 
assigned to them is an honest desire to give to the 
world the truth as to their experiences. 

(Continued in next weck’s issue.) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Do apostolic miracles recur ? Ask General Feng and Mr. Jafiray, please 





Oxford critic and essayist, has remarked that 

“the only way in which the stories of miraculous 
events in the past can receive decisive confirmation 
is by manifestation of the same or similar power 
in immediate experience.” That such recurrence of 
Biblical miracle occurs repeatedly in our day is true 
of certain Broups, as miracles of cure or of the cast- 
ing out of evil spirits. Of this there is evidence 
enough to satisfy any fair mind. But one who has 
occasion to read persistently in the contemporary 
history of Christianity repeatedly finds parallels to 
other > eee incidents of a supernatural type. 

It is said of Elijah that “he prayed again; and the 
heaven gave rain” (James 5:18). A striking anal- 
ogy to this answer to prayer, also given in the face 
of an overwhelming heathen environment, comes in a 
recent mail from China where Christian General Feng 
orders out his ten thousand men in a solemn service 
of prayer for rain, He too prayed earnestly and 
“many could not refrain from tears as he besought 
God, if he were withholding mercy because of sin, 
to let the punishment fall on him and not on the 
poor and ignorant.” 

This splendid confidence in God and fearless faith 
was rewarded as in Elijah’s case with the sound of 
abundance of rain, though the heavens had been as 
brass for weeks, 


“Arise, and go into the street which is called 
Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one 
‘called Saul, of Tarsus” (Acts 9:11). Here is a rec- 
ord of the risen Christ giving specific and supernatu- 
ral guidance to one of his followers. A similar inci- 
dent is recorded in the current Alliance Weekly. Mr, 
Jaffray, the pioneer missionary to French Tonquin, 
tells how, in his first visit to that closed and un- 
friendly country where the European authorities are 
as little complacent to Protestant missionaries as the 
natives themselves, after a long foot journey h: 
reached the first Tonquinese town. It was raining: 
hard and dark. The people he accosted either did not 
understand Cantonese, or were too surly to reply. 
Baggage and bedding were rapidly saoperee drenched. 

“I remember well uncovering my head and bowing 
in a word of prayer, ‘Here I am, Lord, I have comu 
to Annam. Please, where shall we spend the night?’ 

“As clear as any human voice came in my heart 
the answer, ‘Go right straight ahead of you. Entei 
the door you are now facing.’” 

He followed the direction and made for the closed 
door in front of him. Entering he found himself 
in a small court. This led to another elosed door 
which he opened. He found himself in a larger court 
with a passageway to the right. Turning down this 
he finally opened a third door which brought him 
into a good-sized room. He had not as yet seen 
a single person. Looking across the court he noticed 
a room in which a man was reclining. He spoke to 
him in Cantonese and received an answer in the same 
dialect. 

“T am looking for a place to spend the night,” said 
the missionary. 

“You are standing in a room especially prepared by 
the French government for Europeans who pass 
through this town,” came the reply. “You , may set- 
tle right there where you are, for the night.” 

“T had walked into the Yamen and into my own 
bedroom as well,” commented Mr. Jaffray. “Before 
retiring I had opportunity to witness for Christ for 
the first time to an Annamese soul. For this gentle- 
man was the Annamese magistrate of the town, and 
mae able to read the Chinese-Gospel which I gave 
nim, 


Te Recurrence of Miracles.—Mr. Bevan, the 


Unseen leadership, this, and it is by no means rare. 
Indeed so constant is it in some lives that Mr. F. Her- 
bert Stead, the warden of the Browning- Settlement 
in London, is able to give this very title to his own 
Christ-directed life. (“The Unseen Leadership: A 
Word of Personal Witness,” Geo. H. Doran Co., 
New York, $1.75, net.) In this volume he describes 
how the living Christ revealed Himself to him, It isa 
parallel to a central page of the Acts. 

He was studying in the Bodleian Library in Oxford 
one day and had just finished reading Keim’s “Life 
of Christ.” The keen discussions in that work awoke 
many troubling doubts. Stead went out into the open 
for meditation. “Walking briskly along Iffley Road 
I came under the trees that leaned over the foot- 
way, not far from Magdalen Bridge. 

“And then, ‘O moment, one and infinite.’ 

“He was there beside me. No vision: nothing vis- 
ible. No sound: nothing audible! No reminiscence, 
no phantasm: but himself, Jesus, once of Nazareth. 
Unmistakably, overpoweringly he. 

“The certainty of sense, the certainty of mathe- 


matical proof, the certainty of conscience were as 
nothing to the certainty of his self-manifestation. 

he puny outposts of rationalism and subjectivism 
with. their shrill demand for permits signed by the 
intellect, were all swept aside as the king rode into 
the citadel of the soul. 

“He gave me no message. He gave me no man- 
date. He did infinitely more. He gave me himself. 
He made me know him to be the present Companion, 
the living Leader, the over-mastering Lover.” 


And that presence has remained, consecrating 
Mr. Stead’s work for old age pensions, national old 

age homes, international peace, the proper housing 

the poor. “In everything let your requests be 
made known unto God” might well be the motto of 
this book. Mr. Stead gathered about him a “Fellow- 
ship of Followers” pledged to pray persistently for 
the triumph of these great Samaritan reforms. When 
the old age pension bill was up “we organized a huge 
deputation of members to Mr. Asquith. We felt 
that much depepded on this interview. I summoned 
friends far and near to join in a concert of prayer 
that the government might yield. The result was 
a triumph. The government conceded all our points. 

“When the bill was introduced in 1908 every stage 
of it was advanced under the cover of every kind 
of artillery of prayer I could summon or employ. 
From the gallery I watched most of its passage 
through the House of Commons, And it was not idle 
watching. 

The government attempted to reduce the joint pen- 
sion of husband and wife. “A great wave of revul- 
sion swept over the House. As I felt all that was 
involved, the happiness of thousands of homes, I could 
only pray, there in the gallery, with all the silent in- 
tensity of the entire soul that the government would 
yield. There came to me the assurance that my re- 
quest was granted. But the government refused to 
yield. I was disappointed. The assurance granted to 
me through prayer was then mistaken. 

“I soon saw, however, that my conclusions were 
too precipitate. A great turmoil of emotion was go- 
ing on on the benches below me. The most loyal 
partisans began to talk like mutineers. Agonized 
whips were seen telling the Prime Minister that the 
government must yield. Humanity had proved stronger 
than party discipline. For a power greater even than 
humanity had been invoked and had responded. 

“On the following New Year’s Day after the first 
old age pensions had been distributed a hundred of 
the pensioners met our Brotherhood * Browning Hall 
to return thanks to Almighty God. I said then, as I 
say now, that prayer and concerted prayer have been 
the most effective weapons in the whole armory of 
our agitation.” 





Some News ‘‘Fit to Print’’ 


It is humiliating to think how little of the truth regard. | 
ing Prohibition gets to the public through the daily 7 
Yet how worthy of the front page an aenaue capitals 
is the sensational fact that the death-rate of the United 
States has fallen one-third since prohibition went into 
effect! Crude rate per 100,000 in 1918, the last wet 
a 150; in 1921, 99.4. This is asaving of 60,000 


ves in a single year! 


The Boston and New York relief agencies have col- 
lected under the direction of that incomparable worker, 
Mrs. William Tilton of Cambridge, figures relating to 

r ra gathered from eighteen cities, including New 
York, C Chicago, Boston, St. Louis, and Cleveland. These 
give 776 families seeking relief from pogg Few -snme 
in 1921 as against5,116 in 1917. Dr. Edward Everett 
Hale used to say, “Close the saloons and I will personally 
be responsible for all the poverty remaining in Boston.” 
It was no idle gesture. 














Spirit writing is a common enough phenomenon, 
and a case of it in Scripture should tax no man’s rea- 
son. “In the same hour came forth the fingers of a 
man’s hand and wrote over against the candlestick 
upon the plaister of the wall of the king’s palace” 
(Dan. 5:5). Here is an instance of the same thing 
which my eye has just lighted on. It is in the story 
of a Chinese prodigal, Mao Tseh San, now fifty-eight 
years old, who gives account of his early life of devil 
worship. “I was ready tu bow to any idol and an 
expert in the Taoist classics. I bowed and scraped 
before every altar as a beggar on the street. Ever 
night the pencil was hung up over a plate of san 
I waited for it to write and whatever it wrote I copied 
in a book. This book I still have in my possession.” 


By Ernest Gordon 


When somewhat over twenty Mao was a confirmed 
opium slave, smoking a half ounce daily. He prayed 
to the idols to take away the appetite. The pencil 
wrote, “Practise the Taoist mysteries and the appetite 
will cease of itself.’ But it proved otherwise and 
Mao went from worse to worse. Then one day a 
Gospel fell into his hands and he read Luke 15. “I 
came to myself and realized that all through my life 
I had been sinning apni Heaven and that idols of 
mud and wood could never help me. I prayed God 
for forgiveness and gave ,up opium, taking no medi- 
cine but trusting only in divine h help. I am_no longer 
my own lord. I look to my Heavenly Father for 
guidance. I had never dreamed of such happiness 
as I now have.” 

Mr. Mao is one of the most aggressive workers in 
the Chungking church. His visiting card bears the 
words, “Volunteer worker for Christ.” 


A Scripture Parallel.—Luke 24: 16-50 contains our 
Lord’s last commission to his apostles. Acts 5: 28~ 
32 shows them carrying out these orders. There is 
a striking correspondence between the two passages. 


Luke Acts 5 
Should be ade. GP in his Did we not command you 
name beginning at Jeru- that you should not teach 
salem. in this name? And behold 
ye have filled Jerusalem 
with your doctrine. 
Thus it behoved Christ The .God of our fathers 
to suffer and to rise from raised up Jesus whom ye 
the dead. slew. 
That repentance and re- For to give repentance to 


mission of sins should be Israel and forgiveness oi 
preached. sins. 
And ye are witnesses of And we are his witnesses 


these thin, of these things. 

Behold, Pot the prom- And so is also the Holy 

ise of the Father upon you Ghost whom God hath 
- power from on high. given to them that obey 
him. 

So closely —even literally —did the first mission- 
aries conform to the plan laid out for them! It is 
worth noticing that ‘ ‘in his name” is, in both passages, 
épi, “upon his name,” as on.a foundation. The name 
is Jesus, Saviour from sin. Other foundation can no 
man lay. 


The Judgment of a Worldling.—The New York 
World published some time_ago a contributed testi- 
monial to missionaries in China and the document 
has been carried over bodily into the Missionary 
Herald, organ of the American Board. “IT am not a 
Christian,” observes the writer. “A few missionaries 
—my impression is that the breed is scarce — seem 
to think that their mission in life is to teach the 
Chinese a new way to get their sins forgiven. . . * 
The vast majority are only moderately interested, if 
at all, either in theology or ethics, but are in China 
solely because China gives them an opportunity to 
live a complete life of service. ... They are prac- 
tically the only foreigners who are close to the Chi- 
nese people, and they didn’t attain this position through 
their preaching. They attained it through their dem- 
onstration of the practicability of the social teachings 
of Jesus regardless of how one prefers to get his 
sins forgiven. They seem to me to have the key to 
world redemption.” 

This of course gravely misrepresents the mission 
body in China, but it throws light upon the illogic 
of the natural man. No denunciation of sin, no re- 
pentance, no conversion, no Saviour, but moral fruits ! 
“Cut down the tree,” wrote Professor Park of And- 
over; “all we want is the shade”! What can social 
service do for the millions of Mao Tseh Sans in 
China? It is alone upon this name, Jesus- Saviour, 
that life can be rebuilt. And who that has found de- 
liverance from the bondage of sin would exchange 
it for all the material benefits that social service could 
ever devise? 


Christian Germany was not much heard of during 
the heat and clamor of wartime, but it lives and 
works and sacrifices. The German people are pressed 
almost beyond endurance by economic distress and 
lack of food, yet one reads of Sister Frieda von Bo- 
delschwingh traveling to the Polish frontier to re- 
ceive a thousand orphans from the Volga famine 
zone, most of whom are to find a home in that great 
center of Christian love, the Bodelschwingh colony 
at Bielefeld in Westphalia. “Little figures in rag- 
ged raiment, broken foot-gear, and in some cases with 
frozen feet, from the hells of Minsk and Pelotzk,” 
so she describes them, “going to find healing care in 
the peace of Bethel.” Hats off to Christian Germany! 

In this incident we have a continuance of the great 
traditions of German charity. Schwester von Bodel- 
schwingh and her brother Friedrich are following in 
the footsteps of their father, the Prussian nobleman 
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Lesson for March 18 
Luke 23 : 


and son of a Minister of Finance, whose life was de- 
voted to the establishment of a great- work of mercy 
for epileptics. Much of what we hear of as “social 
Christianity” is meaningless, simply because it evap- 
orates in talk. In some cases it represents a veiled 
attack on the Gospel of redemption from sin through 
Christ. (“We will fight personal evangelisin with so- 
-cial evangelism,” was the statement of a Unitarian 
-official some time ago.) For this reason many. Chris- 
tians are inclined to shy at the word. But in Pastor 
von Bodelschwingh’s career there was the due com- 
bination of evangelistic and social with absolutely no 
social phrasemaking. But what wonders of social 
performance! The young theologians who came to 
st with him wore the blue apron quite as much 
of the time as they carried books under their arm- 

its. Many pastors in Germany, and especially in 

estphalia, owe their impulse to practical charitable 
work to contact with this master spirit. And how 
wonderfully practical his ministries. Six thousand 
acres of waste moor land turned into a little -para- 
dise by saved tramps is no mean monument for any 
man, The fact that the number of beggars in West- 
phalia and the Rhineland, where his tramp colonies 
were especially numerous, is relatively lower than in 
any other part of Germany is arother. : : 

This good friend of all the needy, whose wise phil- 
anthropies branched out in so many directions, took 
upon himself the sorrows of an especially sorrowful 
people, the epileptic, and thousands of them through- 
out the world have received his ministrations. In the 
old days when the Emperor visited the colony there 
were actually two thousand brass instruments to burst 
into music. So did von Bodelschwingh train his sick 
to overcome suffering with praise. 


What better monument to the elder Friedrich von 
Bodelschwingh than the adequate help of his daugh- 
ter as she salvages the children of Russia? Whoso 
shall receive one such little child in my name re- 
ceiveth me. 

“Is there not a certain humiliation for Christian- 
ity,” wrote Dr. Lepsius at the time of von Bodel- 
schwingh’s death, “in the fact that this great helper 
of the poor, this friend of publicans and sinners, this 
attorney for the tramp, this brother of the out-of-work, 
was at the same time the greatest of beggars? -The 
incomparable union of love and shrewdness which 
his head and heart constituted had ever to be con- 
sidering new devices for enticing money from men’s 
pockets. Now he subdivided his great needs so that 
no one felt too poor to help, and again he spanned 
cabinet ministers, bankers, and great merchants to 
his team. But this greatest philanthropist of our 
day was still forced to be a mendicant monk. Was 
this Jesus’ plan? Should love for man ever go about 
sack on back, knocking from door to door like a 
beggar woman? Is it not a shame for Christianity? 
When one does the work which all should take hold 
of, must he also stretch out the hat at the door and 
not always turn away satisfied? ‘Yes, because of the 
hardness of your hearts,’ would Jesus answer. ‘But 
from the beginning it was notso.’” 


Is China Going to School to Russia ?—Professor 
John Dewey thinks missionary colleges in China pro- 
duce “slavish mentalities.” As a matter of fact they 
produce just the men who are the hope of China and 
who are giving to China the only sound leadership 
in sight. I am thinking now of the three sons of 
Chinese pastors —all mission-college trained, the pre- 
mier of China, the representative of China at the 
Washington conference, and the CHinese statesman to 
whom has been entrusted the negotiations between 
China and Japan for the restoration of Chinese ter- 
ritory. 

This philosopher of Columbia University may find 
more satisfaction in the government schools of China 
with their fourteen radical organizations, — the Anti- 
christian Society, the Antireligious Society, the New 
Time Society, the Karl Marx Society, and the rest. 
These advanced thinkers of the Middle Kingdom have 
formally received the Soviet envoy to China, M. 
Joffe, who was expelled from Germany because of 
his complicity in Sparticist intrigues. Tsai Yuan-pei, 
head of Peking University, said to this Jewish rev- 
olutionary who would if he could turn China over 
like a pancake, 

“The Chinese Revolution was a political one. Now 
it is tending in the direction of social revolution. 
Russia furnishes a good example to China. . Please 
accept the hearty welcome of the pupil to the teachers.” 

God help China if it falls out of the hands of the 
few mission-trained leaders—Christ’s douloi —into 
the control of Soviet-sympathizing, “emancipated” 
Celestials. 


Honan Since Feng Was Deposed.—Dr. Paul Elmer 
More has in the last Bross lectures (“Christianity and 
the Problems of To-day” (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, 
New York, $1.75) taken Professor Dewey in hand 
and nothing further need be said concerning his opin- 
ions. But there is muck to say about Chinese Chris- 
tians. General Feng has been removed from the 
governorship of Honan to make room for a favor- 
ite of General Wu. A letter from Kaifeng, which 
has just reached me, describes his departure. With 
his staff he left — Spartan that he is—in a box car 
in which a few benches and beds had been placed, 
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-His successor arrived in a special train. 


-I couldn’t help recalling that General F 
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Feng had 
refused to. overtax the province. Wu wants one who 
would “shave its face” and has picked out an opium- 
smoking heathen for the task. 

“When the new governor came there was all the 
old pomp and ceremony, soldiers lining the streets 
with banners and bands to welcome the opium sot. 


made his 

entrance to the city on foot surrounded by his per- 
sonal guard only. : : : 

“We have literally been heartbroken in the going of 
the Eleventh Division. Chang Fu Lai’s men are in 
possession of the town. The contrast is painful. The 
red-light district is filled up again. The pictures and 
Christian mottoes on the walls have been scraped 
down, The police are getting as indifferent to their 
duty as they were formerly. Beggars in rags, who 
for years have been familiar friends along the streets, 
have returned to their old bases. ‘ 

“Last Tuesday we had all three of the brigadier 
generals of-Feng’s army to lunch together with his 
chief of staff. They are wonderful fellows, After 
we had finished eating I took the occasion to wish 
them Godspeed as they were getting ready to leave 
Kaifeng, and General Chang rose and asked that we 
be led in prayer. I. doubt very seriously if, in any 
army in the world you could get three brigadier gen- 
erals and a chief of staff who were off their dignity 
yet so soldierly, who talked so seriously yet so friend- 
lily, and who.asked. for a period of prayer at the 
close of a meal,” 


The Processional the Girls Sang.—One would of 
course not speak other than appreciatively of Chris- 
tian education. What could be lovelier than the sight 
of four hundred Chinese girls in their dainty, silken 
garments moving down the aisle in pay and 
singing with fresh young voices, “O God our Help in 
Ages Past.” This was a feature of the dedication 
services of a building in the McTeire School of the 
‘American Methodist Mission in China. A decade ago 
girls could be secured for such schools only by pay- 
ing them to come. Now the schools are crowded to 
capacity by students whose fees support them. It is 
a great opportunity and a great responsibility. And 
it should not be frivolously wasted by inoculating 
young people just out of Chinese heathenism with 
the heartless, Christless neo-paganism: of the West. 





Italy’s Premier on Hus 





John Hus is having his vindication in the present-day 
Hussite revival in Bohemia. He is also finding a vindi- 
cator in Rome. The Fascisti Premier of Italy, Signor Mus- 
solini, the real ruler of Rome, has published a book on 
“The Truth about John Hus.” It is severely frank. 
“The priest,” says this Italian statesman, “is a useless in- 
termediary between man and God....Hus now fell 
into the hands of the cruel old wolf of the Vatican. 
When Caesar and Peter [that is, the Emperor Sigismund 
and the pope] lock hands, blood drips from the grasp. 
Catholic history never loses its priestly quality. It ever 
seeks to defend the acts of the church, however bar- 
barous.” So speaks the leader of the Italian nation of 
the persecutors of Hus. 











French Catholics and the New Testament.—An 
article in Le Christianisme au XX iéme Siécle has 
some surprising information on this subject, though 
it may require the testing of time. The preceding 
Pope in his encyclical “Spiritus Paraclitus,” declared 
“We shall never cease from urging upon the faithful 
daily reading of the holy Gospels, the Acts, and the 
Epistles,” and with this he gave his formal blessing 
to the Society of St. Jerome, an Italian Catholic Bible 
society. One consequence of this utterance appears 
to be the publication for the first time in history of a 
cheap Testament in French for Catholic use. It is 
sold in two volumes, one containing the Gospels, the 
other the Acts and the Epistles. They are described 
as annotated with sober and discreet explanations of 
a historical and exegetic:' type, such as might come 
from the pen of any Pre >stant. 

Further the Bishop ot “jo.. is commending the 
use of the Testament by chiidren. “Why,” he asks, 
“is our religious education so ineffective? Because 
the catechism has been substituted for the Gospels. 
Young children cannot take in much of the doctrine 
and morals of the former, but they can be interested 
in the life and person of our Lord and so rise from 
Christ to the Heavenly Father. After they have ab- 
sorbed the Gospels they can take up the catechism.” 


Good News This, and There is More of It.—French 
Catholic Bible societies are preparing the publication 
of cheap Testament “portions” for mass distribution. 
One rubs one’s eyes! And the Catholic authorities 
have published the first edition of the entire Bible 
in Annamese in Latin characters. (That of the Brit- 
ish Bible society is in Chinese characters.) They are 
also putting out a cheap edition of the Gospels in 
Annamese, also in Latin script. 

Equally astonishing is the fact of a widespread 
renascence of Biblical studies among Catholic schol- 
ars. These are pouring out commentaries, Bible 
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histories, archeological and textual studies, marked 
a scholarship at once scientific and evangelical. 
ére Lagrange, for example, has issued commentaries 
on Mark, Romans, and Galatians which are described 
as models of their kind. Of his new commentary on 
Luke our informant remarks that it leaves far be- 
hind in richness of information even such a master- 
piece as Godet’s Luke. It is an immense volume sell- 
ing for fifty francs, and packed with historical and 
exegetical notes, introductions, and appendices. Of 
Pére Allo’s commentary on the Apocalypse we are 
told, “He owes nearly everything to Protestants who 
have written on the subject,” an observation which 
excites a smile in view of the réle which the Revela- 
tion has played in controversy. 

It is thought that this movement is a result of the 
Catholic Modernist incident of Kage my decade. 
The church authorities realize that they must arm 
against an unbelieving criticism. One would rather 
believe that the Spirit of God is working here, as 
so often, in unexpected ways and places. 


Wells’ “Outlines of History” is used as a text- 
book in Peking University, a mission school. The 
picture of a group of young students appears in a 
missionary exchange, each clasping his Wells over his 
heart. I wonder what the missionary says to his stu- | 
dents of such Wellsian passages as the following: 

Jesus was a penniless teacher who wandered about the 
dusty, sun-lit country of Judea, living upon casual gifts 
of food. Yet he is always represented clean, combed, and 
sleek, spotless raiment, erect and with something motion- 
less about him, as though he was gliding through the air. 
This alone has made him unreal and incredible to many 
people. 


Or of this: 

In the Gospels all that body of theological assertion 
which constitutes Christianity finds little support. ... 
It is difficult to get any words that actually came from 
Jesus in which he claimed to be the Jewish Messiah or 
to be a part of the Godhead. 


Or even of this hopeful utterance: 

Nowadays we realize that a life goes on in its consequence 
for ever, but we find no necessity to suppose that any par- 
ticular life resumes again, 


Here we have one type of mission work. The 
evangelism of Dr. Keller’s bands represents another, 
and nearer apostolic models. One of these bands 
went some time ago into a city where the Gospel had 
mever been preached and where gambling, opium 
smoking, and prostitution were matters of course. 
The indifference was like a wall. 

Our men were almost discouraged, but they gave them- 
selves to prayer. We do not hurry in our work. The 
mornings are spent in Bible study. The evangelists are 
never allowed to go out until ten o’clock, as they have, 
first, private devotions, then systematic Bible classes from 
eight to half past nine under a leader. Whenever they 
meet with difficulties they come back and pray. 


In this particular situation they gave themselves 
up to two days of prayer and fasting. Afterward 
Mr. Kang, the leader, could write, “Over one hun- 
dred and thirty sincere inquirers have joined us in 
three months, among them a district magistrate and 
several old graduates.” 

Evening classes are held for women. In one place 
whole families escorted the evangelists to the city 
gate, the women carrying their children in their arms, 
tears running down their faces, as they said, “Do 
not leave us. You have transformed our village. Our 
children do not quarrel. We have no quarrels in our 
homes now.” Last year these bands entered 220,000 
homes and left behind 739,000 pieces of Christian lit- 
erature. 


More Remarkable News from Czecho-Slovakia.— 
Mr. Kubat, pastor of a church in a Prague suburb, 
receives one hundred and fifty monthly into his 
church. He himself was a Minorite monk and fiery 
worshiper of the Virgin who was converted by read- 
ing the New Testament. In his congregation of 
seven thousand converts are many of the same type — 
a former leader of processions.1o the Holy Mountain, 
for example, and old women habitués of the Church 
of St. Prokop, who now listen with joy to the Gos- 
pel of grace. It was from the castle of Krakovec 
that Hus started on his death journey to Constance 
and close to its ruins in the town of Cista a brave 
little church has sprung up. Its predecessor was 
driven into exile three hundred years ago, and the 
Bible has not been seen in the region since. 

Communion sets are needed for the newly formed 
churches, and any discarded ones (sent to the Amer- 
ican Hussite Society, Manufacturers’ Building, Pitts- 
burgh) will be placed in the right communities. It 
must never be forgotten that it was for the right to 
the cup according to our Lord’s command, “Drink 
ye all of it,” that the early Bohemians fought Rome 
for centuries. When one such set was drawn out of 
a suitcase by an American visitor in the church at 
Dour Kralovic, the people could not restrain their 
tears. 

President Masaryk says that “a man without relig- 
ion is a moral monstrosity.” It is a striking fact that 
even Communists come to the evangelical meetings, 
and Socialist papers express sympathy with the move- 
ment. 

New Hampton, N. 7? 
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Interpretation : Part Ill 


Tas Interpretative Power of Accompaniment.— 
Comments on certain effects in accompaniment, 
which are essential to artistic ensemble in chorus 
work, may seem a thing unnecessary. There are yet 
a few pianists to whose mental recesses the idea of 
perfection of style and interpretation in rendition of 
accompaniments seems not really to have penetrated. 
Yet the realization of this ideal is vitally essential to 
beauty of effect, to any true interpretation of the 
thought of the composer, as embodied in the Gospel 


song. 

We all agree that the accompaniment is the back- 
ground of any vocal number, quite as truly as are the 
effects in color and mood the background of a pic- 
ture. It is, in its true estate, that subtly interpreta- 
tive tonal medium against which the beauty of the 
different vocal parts stands out in clear relief 
as the beauty of single figures or as a group 
of figures stand out against the background of 
a picture. It is that which heightens a thousandfold 
the charm of improvised melody, which intensifies the 
music’s message, by the subtle suggestiveness of its 
harmonic undertone, or of its thematic counter move- 
ment. It is the instrumental comment upon the 
thought of the vocal score, and if it lacks sympathetic 
expression the full significance of the whole will re- 
main a thing unrealized. 

To go through the piano part, with fair accuracy 
as to notes and tempo, is not to fulfill the purpose 
of the accompaniment. It must be studied as though 
it were a solo. The relation of every phrase to the 
meaning of the whole must be carefully considered 
also. The illumination power of improvisation must 
be appreciated; it must be realized by the accompan- 
ist, if it is to be in the slightest degree helpful to the 
audience. 

In the music of the simplest song the piano may lit- 
erally transfigure every stanza. In announcement of 
the song and in its rendition with the chorus, faith 
and vision, aspiration and endeavor, spiritual peace 
and spiritual power may be made real and actual 
through the eloquence of the improvised accompani- 
ment, under the touch of one who knows how to make 
the subordinate part take its vital share in expression 
of the meaning of the composer. 


The Emotional Nature of Sacred Song.—The ex- 
planation of much of the failure in Gospel song ac- 
companiment is the failure to appreciate the emotional 
nature of the music. After the technical part has 
been mastered it is necessary to ponder over the 
emotional side of the Gospel song. .At first there 
seems to be little in this point. In reality almost every- 
thing is in it. A Gospel song pianist should always 
remember that he is the channel through which the 
composer is being made known to his hearers. If the 
player be dull and unimaginative, Chopin with his 
poetry, Liszt with his brilliance, Schumann with his 
depth and tenderness, Greig with his romantic glamor, 
will all seem dull and unimaginative. What would 
we say of a conductor who knew his scores but di- 
rected his orchestra in such a way as to make Bee- 
thoven and Wagner cold and uninteresting? And yet 
this is what countless pianists are doing, in their own 
way, simply for want of a little thought. In the 
present day we suffer from a surfeit of merely clever 
players. There is nothing wrong with the heads of 
these people, but such musicians lack the qualities 
of the heart. Gospel song music can only be han- 
died successfully if the head and the heart are brought 
to bear upon it. And herein lies the difficulty of in- 
terpretation. To interpret you must cultivate the im- 
agination. A phrase may be written down in one way, 
but a composer cannot write down all that he means. 
It is quite impossible to express in black and white all 
that the creator feels when he pens his compositions, 
Something of what is implied must be brought forth 
in the interpretation. 

This is best illustrated by reference to time. You 
will find that good artists will caress a tender pas- 
sage even when there is nothing on the page in the 
way of direction. But the recognition of the legit- 
imacy of such a proceeding should not cause the stu- 
dent to distort the rhythm or spoil the contour of a 
melody. For you will also find that good artists take 
liberties within limits. Were these limits exceeded 
the progress of music would be impaired. Tempera- 
ment must never be permitted to distort the shape of 
a piece. As regards Gospel songs it is essential to 
pay close attention to the meaning of the ‘words 
When the music is the same for several verses, but 
the mood of each verse is different, it is obvious that 
the manner of performance must vary in each case. 
We have arrived at an age when great technical feats 
are commonplaces of the concert-hall. The fact has 
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blinded us to the other side of the question. Tech- 
nical accomplishment is by no means to be despised, 
But it is not everything. 

At all times you have to remember that the true 
musician is also a poet, and that the interpreter must 
also be something of a poet. Catch the emotion of a 
Gospel song, penetrate its secret, extract the beauty 
as the bees extract honey; look not once but many 
times for improvising possibilities, and you will be 
surprised to find the wealth of meaning lying in a 
good Gospel song. Only when you have done this, 
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only when you feel that you understand the com- 
poser’s mood and intention, will you be able to give 
a complete interpretation of his work. It needs to 
be said that the result more than justifies the trouble. 
For by this means you will gain the conviction that 
you know the full significance of what you are play- 
ing, and, more important, you will give to your hearers 
the impression that you have sympathy with and un- 
derstanding of the writer whose song you are seeking 
to interpret. , 
Los ANGELES, CAL, 


Of What Did Christ ‘Empty’ Himself? 


What is “Kenosis”— and “Plerosis” ? 





we 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








** ‘God must be omniscient and omnipotent,’ I argued ; ‘ if Jesus was God, he. too must have been omniscient 


and-omnipotent from the cradle to the grave.’ 


This conclusion 


seemed unescapable till ... . the doctrine of the 


Trinity cut my bonds. Yes, to the Father as universal ruler these qualities are necessary, but not to the Second 
Person in his voluntary humiliation, when utter self-emptiness and its correlative—trust—are as essential as their 


opposites had been hitherto.’ 
This is a pa 
the Rev, John Pearce 


a series of three articles, ‘What Does Our Lord's ‘Kenosis’ Teach Us ?”’ by 
M.A., of England, which will appear in the next three issues of The Sunday School 


Times, and to which this article by Dr. Thomas is a Foreword. 


HAT is the meaning e word “Kenosis”? 

It is pronounced liter “Ken-oh-sis” with 

emphasis on the second syllable. It is used 
to describe the Greek phrase of Philippians 2:7, “he 
emptied himself,” where “emptied” is “ek-en-oh-sen,” 
with emphasis on the last syllable but one, the vowel “e” 
being short each time, and being pronounced as in 
“pen.” From this the word “Kenosis” has been formed 
to express the state of our Lord’s earthly life in con- 
trast with his pre-existent life in heaven with God. 
It is said by Paul that by becoming man Christ “emp- 
tied himself,” but at once comes the question, “emptied 
himself of what?” The answer is best derived by a 
careful consideration of the passage. e 

The Apostle’s purpose is purely practical and sim- 
ple, not at all theological or metaphysical. After 
urging the Christians of Philippi to be humble and 
unselfish (2:3, 4), he uses the example of the Lord 
in proof of this plea for humility. The same mind 
was to be in them as had been in Christ, and as he 
surrendered everything to God for the service of 
others, so Christians are to do likewise (vs. 4, 5). 

There is no emphasis in the‘'Greek on the word “emp- 
tied.” The emphatic word is “himself,” and this clearly 
indicates that, whatever it means, it was something 
Christ did voluntarily, something due to himself alone. 
But still the question presses, “Of what did he empty 
himself ?” and the best, indeed the only, answer is that 
he emptied himself of “self” when he took upon him 
human nature. This thought of Christ’s “unselfish- 
ness” is the point made by Paul in exhorting the 
Philippians to follow their Master’s example. As 
he had not looked exclusively on his own things, but 
on the things of others, and in lowliness of mind had 
counted others better than himself, so by emptying 
himself of self he showed clearly what it meant for 
them to “count each other better than themselves.” 

That this is the only possible meaning to the pas- 
sage is clear from two phrases in the Greek. In 
verse 6, Christ is spoken of as “existing in the form 
of God,” and the word “existing” means “permanently 
subsisting” while the word “form” means God’s “es- 
sential attributes.” So that all through our Lord’s 
earthly life, he was “permanently subsisting in the 
essential attributes of God,” and quite obviously did 
not empty himself of “equality with God.” Then, 
in verse 7, the true translation is “emptied himself by 
taking the form of a servant,” showing that the “emp- 
tying” simply meant that he limited himself to the 
conditions a human life. 

From the foregoing, the following conclusions may 
be draws. 

1. Since Civrist was pre-existent in heaven before 
his birth in bethlehem, there must have been some 
limitation when he became man. In the words of 2 
great theologian who was absolutely orthodox on the 
question of our Lord’s Deity and personality: “The 
acceptance of such limitations as were involved 
in the assumption of humanity or the accept- 
ance of human conditions of existence, was to 
this extent a suspension of the manifestation of his 
Divine glory” (Dr. W. Bright, “Tne Incarnation as a 
Motive Power,” p. 16). 

2. It was, of course, impossible for Christ to cease 
to be God during his earthly life, because, not only 
is this unthinkable in itself, but the phrase “existing 
in the form of God” {v. 6) clearly shows that all 
through the earthly life Christ continued to be what 
he had been before, the second Person of the Trinity. 
Further, if Christ had not continued to be God, his 
death would not have been an AtonemenP*since a 
sacrifice of one who was both God and man was 
needed for human redemption. 

3. The true, and indeed the only, idea indicated 
by the word Kenosis is the cessation of the use of 
Divine powers when Christ became man. For the 


purpose of our salvation he deliberately discontinued 
the exercise of Divine prerogatives and powers and 
lived a human life. 


4. It is just at this point that difficulty and mys- 
tery enter. How, some one may ask, can one who 
is God be limited within the sphere of manhood? We 
do not know, but the fact is clear. The perfect ex- 

lanation is beyond our comprehension. We only 

ow that “in order to save man, the Eternal Son 
entered-a life subject to human limitations; and that, 
in order to do this while retaining in full exercise the 
infinite love which is the essence of God and which 
could not be, even for a moment, inoperative. the 
Son deliberately laid aside by an influence upon him- 
self which no creature can exert the full exerc’ 
of his Divine powers, thus permitting them to become 
for a time latent” (Beet). 

5. But now comes the natural inquiry: as to the 
practical effect and value of this limitation. And 
here will be seen the interest ‘and: helpfulness of 
Mr. Clark’s view in the articles he has written. for 
The Sunday School Times. He pictures Christ as. 
although God, always living a purely human and natu- 
ral life, abiding moment by moment in the Father 
and continually receiving from God all needed grace 
for soul, mind, and body. This is the only possible 
way of using the word Kenosis to express the human 
limitation of Christ. But it must be clearly under- 
stood that this idea is not merely or even chiefly de- 
rived from the one passage in Philippians, but is 
to be inferred from the entire conditions of Christ's 
human life. The verses in Philippians are so thor- 
oughly practical in their bearing that these words 
of Kennedy (Expositor’s Greek Testament) are both 
true and telling: “The elaborate theories reared oi? 
this passage would probably have surprised the Apos- 
tle.” But some limitation is clearly involved in 
Christ’s becoming man. 

6. And we must never for an_instant fail to set 
side by side with this Kenosis, or limitation within 
the sphere of earthly life, the special and unique 
anointing of the Holy Spirit whereby Christ was en- 
abled to say and do what is recorded in the Gospels. 
This enduement with the Holy Spirit is often called 
“Plerosis,” pronounced “Plee-roh-sis,” with an em- 
phasis on the second syllable. The word mean: 
‘filling,” just as Kenosis means “emptying” (see Johr: 
I: 14-16; Luke 4:1). It teaches that, although and 
because Christ “emptied” himself by taking upon him 
the limitations of human life, God “filled” him with 
the Holy Spirit, and it was this that enabled him to 
live as a man, dependent every moment on God. 

It was by this Plerosis, or filling of the Spirit. on 
Mr. Clark’s view, that Christ worked miracles, fore- 
saw the future, delivered his messages, and made 
his unique claims. The Son never spoke a word nor 
did an act independently of the Father: “I speak 
not from myself; but the Father which sent me, he 
hath given me a commandment what I should say 
and what I should speak”; “The Father that dwell 
eth in me, he doeth the works” (John 12: 49; 14: 10) 
It was on the same Divine authority, and not by hi 
independent prerogative as the Son of God, that h: 
forgave sins (Luke 5:24). Every moment he obeyec 
the Father, until at last he surrendered his life on th: 
Cross. “As the Father hath life in himself, even s: 
gave he to the Son also to have life in himself; anc 
he gave him authority to execute judgment also, be 
cause he is the Son of man” (John 5:26, 27). “! 
have authority to lay it down, and I have authorit. 
to take it again. This commandment have I receive’ 
of my Father” (John 10: 18). 

7. When we turn to the Gospels we see this in the 
record of Christ’s life. We find him growing i: 
knowledge (Luke 2:52), and acknowledging at the 
close of his life that he did not know the day of 
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his return (Mark 13:32). Yet, side by side with 
these human conditions we find .clear - proof—of his 
supernatural power (Luke 4:14; Matt,.11:.28;. John 
2:25). How this could be is, as we have seen, be- 
ond our capacity to understand, but, as it has been 


¥y Dui 
well said, “it is the mystery of Divine love . . . the 


ssibility of this oot natty g lies deep in the mys- 
oer of Divine Trinity, but it is the. most. wonder- 


ful outshining conceivable of the infinite splendor of 
Divine love.” 

8. One of the results of this Kenosis and Plerosis 
is that, while on the one hand Christ’s . knowledge 
was limited, yet on the other hand what he actuaily 
said was not his own but God’s word. - So that, as 
every word was given him to speak, when he did 

ak it was the Father speaking through him. Since, 
refore, he said,.“Moses wrote of me,” it was God’s 
word, carrying the Divine authority of truth. It is 
at this point t the Kenosis together with the Ple- 
rosis becomes so vital in all things connected with the 

ld Testament, because our Lord’s. utterances had 
the authority of the Father behind them, and with 
this agrees the opening verse of Hebrews that “God, 
who in many portions and in many ways spoke in 
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his Son.” Any 
criticism, therefore, that sets aside Christ’s references 
to the Old Testament as merely .the adaptation of 
himself to the views of his time, fails to realize the 
seriousness of such a contention, use, in reality, 
it is a denial of God himself whose words Christ 
claimed to speak; and, as a writer on this subject 
has well said: “An ignorant God, ruling the universe, 
an untruthful Spirit of truth and holiness, is un- 
pean Such an impossible being could not be 


9. For this reason it is important and, indeed, vital 
to bear in mind the fact that limitation is not error 
and that what Jesus Christ did actually say was abso- 
lutely true, because he was not merely the emptied 
man but the full Son of God. ee 

In the light of what has now been said, it is at 
once a privilege and a duty to call attention to the 
articles which are to follow this. Their writer, Mr. 
Clark, is a personal friend of mine of over twenty 
years’ standing. He is a regular contributor to the 
English religious paper, the Life of Faith, and oc- 
casionally writes for the Christian, and is in full sym- 
pathy with all that The Sunday School Times stands 
for. His scholarly ability is evidenced by his degree 
from London University, and his knowledge of and 
love for the Word of God are only the expression of 
his genuine devotion to the Person of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. He would be the first to rec- 
ognize the profound mystery associated with the In- 
carnation of the Lord, and would be ready to admit 
that his treatment of the Kenosis does. not solve and 
is not intended to solve the problem. But from the 
practical standpoint it certainly presents a very help- 
ful picture of the Christ of the Gospels as the one 
who is both true man and yet “God blessed forever.” 





Those who wish to study this subject more fully should 
look at: “The Person and Place = oe Christ” (Lectures 
it and 12), by Forsyth; “The Incd¥nation,” by Dr. E. H, 
Gifford; the leading commentaries on Philippians, espe- 
cially those that discuss the Greek; and a very able article 
criticizing several modern books that take erroneous views 
of the Kenosis, by the late Dr. B. B. Warfield, in the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Review, Vol. 10, p. joo. I am 
not quite sure whether it is still in print, but a most sug- 
gestive little book is “God’s Emptied Servant,” by R. C, 
Morgan, formerly editor of the London Christian. 


PHILADELPHIA. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 














For until this day remaineth-the same vail un- 
taken away in the reading of the old testament; 
which vail is done away in Christ . . . Neverthe- 
less’ when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall 
be taken away (2 Cor. 3:14-16). 


HE word for veil is kalumma from kalupto (cf. 

the following words of -2 Corinthians 4:3: “If 
our gospel be hid; or veiled, kekalummenon, it is 
veiled to those that are lost”). To unveil is apokalup- 
to. Jesus in his first coming was “the light to lighten 
the Gentiles,” literally, for the apocalypse or remov- 
ing of the veil from the Gentile nations. The allusion 
is to the prophecy in Isaiah 25:7, “And he will de- 
stroy in this mountain the face of the covering that 
covereth all peoples, and the veil that is spread over 
all nations.” Israel, however, still remains blinded, 
“it not being revealed [anakaluptomenon, the veil not 
being lifted] to them that it [the veil] is done away 
in Christ” (R-V., 2 Cor. 3:14). But a second apoc- 
alypse, or unveiling, is coming. Peter speaks of this 
apocalypsis three times in his: brief ‘letter. It-is “the 
appearing of Jesus Christ,” “the revelation of Jesus 
Christ,” when his glory shall be revealed: or un- 
veiled, apokalypsei (1 Peter 1:7, 13: 4:13). Then 
shall the veil be removed from blinded Israel and 
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the scales dro » ser their as from ee of eel 
great type, Paul, converted persecutor and apostle, 
who wrote in Galatians.1: 12, “I received it [the Gos- 
pel] not of man, but by the unveiling of Jesus Christ,” 
1, é., on the Damascus road. - And Israel too will 
“arise, be baptized and straightway preach Christ 
that he is the Son of God” (Acts 9: 18-20). 
New Hampton, N. H. 


» 
“Blessings of the Blood” 


By A. F. B. 


HE Blood, the Saviour’s precious Bloed, 
Was shed on Calvary. 
Embosomed in that crimson flood 
Are sacred blessings three (John 19 : 34). 


The first is Pardon for man’s sin, 
Remission for his guilt, 
Complete atonement wrought by Him 
ose soul sin’s anguish felt (Matt. 26: 28). 


The next is Peace, his own deep peace, 
The wondrous “peace of God” 
Which bids man’s pain and sorrow cease, 
E’en “peace made through the Blood” (Col. 1: 20), 
The third is Purity — of heart. 
Apart from this God’s grace 
Is lost in depth of dismal dark. 
But in it— shines His face (1 John 1: 7 ; Matt. 5: 8) 
So by his Blood, and Wught but this, 
He purchased blessings three, 
Through nought that’s ours, but grace that’s His — 
Peace, Pardon, Purity (Heb. 9: 22). 


- 





For Children at Home 





How Dolly’s “ Insides” Rescued Two Boys 
By Samuel Edward Harris . 


REDDY HART had a habit of taking playthings 

to pieces to see how they were made, and most 
of the time he ruined them. 

Early one summer afternoon, while up in the play- 
room alone, he cut open his sister May’s doll. and 
shook the sawdust out of her. Then he stuffed and 
stuffed to try to get it all back, but still there was 
a large pile left. So he decided to put it in a piece 
of paper and throw it into the woods at the back of 
the yard. ; 

He tied up the cut in the doll and arranged her 


‘clothes just as they were before. 


“There!” he said, as he put the doll back into her 
carriage. “May will never find out I cut her open.” 

He was wrapping up the.sawdust, when he heard 
May running up the stairs and calling him. She said 
that some friends had come to play tag with them. 

Freddy stuck the package of sawdust into his 
bosom and called out to May that he was coming. 

One of the friends was Pete Hanson. Pete was 
“it,” and he ran after Freddy to try to tag him. 
Freddy was glad of that; he thought it would give 
him a good chance to get rid of the package. So he 
ran round the yard two or three times, dodging this 
way and that, and then broke into the woods. 

He thought Pete would then run after somebody 
else, and that he, Freddy, could then take the package 
out of his bosom and throw it away. But Pete dashed 
into the woods at Freddy’s heels. So he kept on go- 
ing as fast as he could, expecting every moment that 
Pete would turn back. But Pete did not turn back; 
he was determined to catch Freddy. Freddy could 
run a little faster than Pete, but Pete knew he had 
the longer wind, and that, in the end, he would tag 
Freddy. . 

After a few minutes May called to Freddy and 
Pete to come back, but they did not answer her. 
Neither could she hear any noise made by their run- 
ning. The reason for that was because they were too 
fareaway from the yard. 

May and the friends, tired of waiting for Freddy 
and Pete to return, started to play among themselves. 
They played nearly an hour, but still Freddy and 
Pete had not come back. Susie Moore said that 
probably they were lost. 

“Oh, no, they’re not,” her brother Billy declared. 
“They're trying to play a joke on us. They’re hid- 
ing in the woods, and want us to hunt for them. But 
let them stay there, and we’ll keep on playing.” 

All of them agreed with Billy. They even thought 
Billy was right after another half hour had passed. 

But Billy was wrong; Freddy and Pete were lost. 
After they had run a long distance, Pete tagged 


Freddy. Then they started, as they thought, back 
toward the yard, but instead went deeper and deeper 
into th oods. And then it dawned upon them that 


they were lost. 

Both were frightened, but Pete was more alarmed 
than Freddy, Pete talked about all sorts of dread- 
ful things. He said that probably they would have 
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to stay in the woods all night, and that wild animals 
might catch them. 

“Don't talk that way, Pete.” Freddy objected. 
“You only make us both feel worse. Let’s try to be 
calm, and if we are we may find our way out.” 

“It’s no use, Freddy; we don’t know which way 
to go. Whatever way we turn, we may be going 
farther and farther into the woods. And when night 
comes you don’t know what —~what—what might 
catch us.” 

Freddy shouted to Pete to stop that kind of talk, 
and Pete began to cry. Freddy said that that was 
no time to cry or get excited. He kept on talking 
till he convinced Pete that crying would hurt them 
instead of help them, and that they should try to 
be brave and keep their minds clear. ; 

Pete wiped his eyes and cheeks. He said he was 
sorry for the way he had carried on, and that he 
was going to be calm like Freddy. 

ile Pete talked, his cheeks turned red, and he 
bowed his head. It was plain to see he was ashamed 
of himself. While his head was bowed he saw some- 
thing trickling out of Freddy’s bosom. 

Me at’s that falling out of your blouse?” Pete 

asked. 
Freddy looked, and saw some of the doll’s sawdust. 
He took out the paver, which had become unwrapped 
while he ran, and in it was only about a teaspoonful 
of sawdust left. : 

“We're safe, Pete!” Freddy exclaimed. 

Pete was shocked; he thought that Freddy had 
suddenly lost his mind. But a moment later Pete 
was just as joyful as Freddy, when Freddy explained 
about the doll and said that they could follow the 
sawdust trail back to the yard. 

The trail turned this way and that, but they stuck 
to it and it led them back to their friends. Pete told 
about Freddy’s cutting open the doll, and how the 
sawdust trail had saved them from being lost. _ 

Freddy seemed to be sorry. “May,” he said, “if it 
takes every penny I’ve got in my bank, I’m going to 
buy you another dolly better than the one I cut open.” 

Key West, F1a. 


The Inscription on the. Cross 
By Ernest Gordon 


HE accuracy of the Gospels has been called in 

question on the ground of the variations in the 
readings of the inscription set over the cross of 
Christ. Matthew’s record is, “This is Jesus the king 
of the Jews”; Mark’s, “The King of the Jews”; 
Luke’s, “This is the King of the Jews,” and John’s, 
“Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews.” 

If the evangelists could not set down accurately and 
without mutual contradiction the few words written 
on a board and used at the most solemn and critical 
point in our Saviour’s life, how can we rely at all 
upon their historical exactness? Mr. Gook, an Ice- 
landic Bible scholar, offers a satisfactory solution. 

As to Mark he says, “It harmonizes with all the 
others. as far as it goes. Mark’s Gospel was the 
shortest and most direct and gives the gist of Christ’s 
life without expansion. It is natural, therefore, that 
his reading of the inscription should be an abbrevi- 
ated summary of the others.” 

The inscription was, as both Luke and John tell 
us, in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew —three versions on 
one small tablet. Considering the limitations of space 
there is no reason to believe that each inscription 
was an exact translation of the other; rather that 
changes would be made to suit the exigencies of space. 
Translations from one language to another rarely oc- 
cupy precisely the same space in writing. 

John in giving the languages of the inscription men- 
tions Hebrew first, Luke Greek first. This was natu- 
ral, since Luke is thought to have been a Greek by 
birth, and John a Jew, and each would mention first 
the language natural to him. Natural, too, that the 
words “of Nazareth” should be inserted in the He- 
brew inscription and left out of both Greek and 
Latin inscription if there were net room to include it. 

Matthew had been a taxgatherer in the employ of 
the Roman government, keeping his accounts in Latin 
and being familiar with that tongue. “It is, therefore, 
only natural when Matthew sees an inscription from 
the Roman governor with the same matter in three 
languages that he fastens upon the Latin version and 
chronicles it in preference to others. 

On this theory, then, Matthew reproduces the Latin 
inscription, Luke the Greek, and John the Hebrew. 
No inaccuracy can be proved until it is proved that 
the inscriptions were an exact translation one of the 
other, and this cannot be done. 

The inscription, then, would be as follows: 

That of Matthew in Latin, Hic est Jesus rex judae- 
orum ; that of Luke in Greek, Houtos estin ho Basileus 
ton Joudaion; that of John in the Aramaic (He- 
brew), Jeshu Han Nostri Malka Dihudaey. 

The Latin inscription has twenty-two letters; the 
Greek and Hebrew twenty each. They take therefore 
approximately the same space. But if the Greek and 
Latin inscriptions were exact translations of the He- 
brew it would not, presumably, have been possible 
to crowd all the words on the tablet. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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MARCH 18. JESUS CRUCIFIED 


Golden Text.—He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace 
; was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.—Isaiah 53 : § 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


6 ERMITS signed by the intellect” are worth- 
less when it comes to pepe God, In Mr. 
Gordon’s Survey on page 136 of this issue, this 

testimony is given in the confession of Mr. F. Herbert 

Stead, of London, in the course of a very remark- 

able experience when he found himself in the un- 

mistakable and overpowering presence of our Lord 
himself. That experience could be multiplied a thous- 
andfold by the people of God, and is possible because 
of the rending of the veil in the temple, when access 
was made for all into the -very presence of God. 

What a time of rending it was — rending of the 

flesh of our Lord by spear-thrust and nail-wounds, 

the rending of rocks, noted in Matthew 27:51, and 

the rending of the grave itself, in Matthew 27: 52. 

Those six hours on the cross were the time of our 

being apprehended by Christ, and such an experience 

as Mr. Stead had was his apprehending of that for 
which he was apprehended. 


Our Background Material 


Teachers should avoid the temptation to spend too 
much time on “the connection,” but it would be well 
to compare briefly Luke’s incidents not mentioned by 
the other Gospel writers, and his compactness (Dr, 
Thomas, I, 1). 

A word about the place of crucifixion is given by 
Dr. Smellie (1). Luke’s word is cranion, meaning 
“skull.” The Revised Version does well to change it 
to this, instead of Calvarium taken by the King James 
translators from the Latin Vulgate. But “Calvary” 
will linger as a precious word as long as our hym- 
nology endures. The name of the hill doubtless came 
from its shape. The place may have been chosen by 
the Sanhedrin as a deliberate insult to one of its 
members, Joseph of Arimathea, suspected of being a 
follower of the man of. Nazareth, knowing that 
Joseph’s cemetery plot was there (v. 51; Mark 15: 
43; John 19: 38). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise. noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain patagraphe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

The nailing to the cross of the Teacher of Galilee 
is not only one of many martyrdoms suffered by men 
for the sake of truth, but it is the supreme expression 
of man’s folly and hate, and yet at the same time 
of God’s wisdom and love (“Say, Fellows—,” 1). 

The deep meaning of that event upon the “green 
hill far away” (Round-Table, 2) should always be 
sought even in teaching the smallest child, and the 
key-ring of three golden keys that open wide the 
door to this deep.and yet vitally all-important mystery 
—the prophetic, apostolic and Christ-spoken testi- 
monies —is furnished in the comprehensive sugges- 
tions as to how to utilize the teaching principle of 
concentration, by Dr. Ellis. (See also “Say, Fel- 
lows —,” 2. 

The familiar emblem of the cross makes a.-good 
opening wedge to the child’s mind (Mrs. Bryner), 
Ask the boys’ classes to-imagine Isaac’s feelings when 
Abraham first caught and bound him upon the altar 
on Mt. Moriah’s top, and teach the lesson from the 
standpoint of this type (“Say, Fellows—,” 3 to 6). 
Joseph was another boy whose sufferings picture those 
of Christ, and the Keswick Calendar for November 
28-last year, commenting on Matthew 27: 36, “sitting 
down, they watched him there,” quoted E. H, Coates: 


Upon the cross the waters of God’s holy judgment against 
sin overflowed. All its billows passed over the holy soul 
of Jesus, the Son of God. Atonement was made through 
the one offering of the unblemished Lamb of God’s provid- 
ing. Having cried “It is Gnished” he rendered up his spirit, 
and his precious blood was shed. And he was buried in 
the grave. But there was no water in that pit, for all had 
been exhausted in his death. And as the brethren of 
Joseph, with utter indifference to his misery, sat down to 
eat bread, so also we find it recorded of those guilty of the 
crucifixion of Christ that, “sitting down, they watched him 
there” (Dr. Thomas, I, 3). 


There is an all too prevalent idea that the agonies 
of the crucifixion should not be mentioned to young 
folks, but teachers should have a care not to tone 
down what God’s hand has seen fit to record; and 
how the unspeakable sufferings of our Lord appealed 
to the heart of a young Hindu girl is told in a pa- 
thetic story by Mrs. Askew (1 to 4). 

A good plan for studying the lesson is Dr. Smellie’s 
Calvary, morning, noon, and evening. 

The forgiving prayer and the part ignorance plays 


Devotional : Isa. 53: 3-11. 
Reference jal; Psalm 22: 2-21; Mark 15: 22-42; John x9: 
16-30; x + 4323, 24; Gal. 6:14. 
“Ccctinetl: Teese 
Ma $ 23 | 39°43. 
veney Verse : Christ died for us.—Rom. 5 : 8. 
Lesson Pe op 2 3346. 


Memory Verse: R 


Intermediate and Senior Topi 
ign ‘oung People 


5:8. 
‘Adahet Tho: Mention of Christ's 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for some nd the lesson helps is 
verses 33- 


33 And when they came unto the 
1The skull, there they crucified 


which is 
the 
the left. 4? 
know not 
they do. And parting his garments among them, 
cast lots. 35 And the people stood beholding. 
rulers also scoffed at him, saying, He saved others; 
save himself, if this is the Christ of God, his chosen. 
And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, 
him vinegar, 37 and saying, If thou art the King 
Jews, save thyself. 38 And there was also a su 
over him, This is the King of the Jews. 

39 And one of the malefactors that were han railed 
him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and 
4 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, t 
thou not even fear God, seeing thou art in the same con- 
demnation? 41 And we indeed justly; for we receive. the 
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comest *in thy kingdom. 
I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise. 

44 And it was now about the sixth hour, and a darkness 
came over the whole ‘land until the ninth hour, 45 * the 
sun’s light failing: and the veil of the * temple was rent in 
the midst. 46% And Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, 
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having 
said this, he:gave up the ghost. 


1 According to the Latin, Calvary, which has the same 
meaning. *Some ancient authorities omit And Jesus 
said, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do. *Some ancient authorities read, into thy kingdom. 
*Or, earth ®Gr, the sun failing. Or, sanctuary 7 Or, 
And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said 
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in sin is discussed by Dr. Thomas (I, 2). The trag- 


edy of a man who did not know is told by Mr. Ridg- 
way (2). Who were included in the prayer for fét - 








giveness? Surely the Roman soldiers, hard-peorsediy: 


performing a common duty... Was Pilate incl A 
who said, “I find no fault in him”? (Round-Table, 1.) 
Were the Jewish leaders included, who.had ,shut their 
eyes to all their prophecies, as well as to his gracious 
words and miraculous works, and to whom he had 
once spoken the sentence in John 9:41? But see also 
Acts 3:37. 

The height and reach of the dying thief’s faith is 
impressively discussed by Dr. Thomas (I, 4). That 
very day that malefactor joined the wonderful “aris- 
tocracy of heaven” (Mr. Ridgway, 3). He and the 
late Jerry McAuley, the “river rat” and wharf thief, 
must be very chummy in heaven. 

The tremendous significance of the rending of the 
veil in the temple is ‘shown by Dr. Smellie (6; see 
also Dr. Thomas, I, 8). 

The deliberateness of our Lord in his. death for 
us appears in the statement that he “breathed out his 
spirit” (v..46, 1. c.; Dr. Smellie, 7; Mrs. Askew, 6,'7). 
The Greek of John 19:30, last clause, may be trans- 
iated, “He delivered up his spirit.” He would not 
save himself for us, but his substitutionary (Round- 
Table, 3), vicarious death was voluntary. 


The Truth that Is Gelden 


_ The profound meaning of the cross should be con- 
sidered from two standpoints —God’s and ours (Dr. 
Thomas, III, 7; Round-Table, 4). Young folks par- 
ticularly will be gripped by the fact that in “using a 
bright red to produce a pure white in a dead black,” 
Christ showed himself the Master Chemist (Round- 
Table, 5; Mr. Howard). 

The meaning of the atonement is most fully grasped 
by those who appropriate it. They are never puzzled 
by “the various theories of the atonement.” It can- 
not be conceived at all by “the wisdom of this world.” 
The redeemed know that their Lord, with a perfect 
perception of the hatefulness of sin and of the wrath 
of God which it deserves, voluntarily. suffered the 
wrath of God. Are we asked what “substitutiohary” 
and “vicarious” mean? It is that his love brought 
those for whom he died, as Jonathan Edwards says, 
“infinitely near to him in that great act. of suffering 
wherein he specially stood for them and was substi- 
tuted in their stead; and his love and pity fixed the 
idea of them in his mind, as if he had really been 
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they ; and fixed their calamity in his mind, as though 
it was really his.” 

No man can preach Christ who has had no experi- 
ence of the cross; every man who has.had a real 
experience of the cross must preach it, by life or lip 
(compare Introduction to Family Worship). 
Teaching Points 

History repeats itself, sometimes more or less liter- 
ally, sometimes figuratively. Christ crucified with 
“thieves” on either side is a recent picture “drawn 
from life,” as a result of a recent visit to a Federal 
penitentiary by Mr. Ridgway (1; the Cartoon). 

Christ “came to his own [things] but his own [peo- 
ple] received him not” (John 1:11). The sun, sky, and 
earth that he had made in the beginning sympathized 
with him in this supreme hour (Dr. Smellie, 4, 5), but 
the extent to which his own people had rejected him 
is shown in the rulers’ request of Pilate (Dr. Thomas, 


May not the Paradise promised the dying thief 


have begun even before the Roman soldiers inflicted 
the final act of torture that ended all for him? A 
a commentator thinks so, and adds that it may 

ave been an experience “such as martyrs have in a 
thousand cases own, acting almost as a physical 
anaesthetic acts,” 

A suggestive study of what our salvation cost is 
outlined by Dr. Thomas (III, 6). 

The “prayer stimuli” which are features of the 
Family Worship Department throughout the whole 
week throw helpful sidelights on this lesson. 

The crucifixion was the climax of our Lord’s in- 
carnation. His “Kenosis,” his emptying himself, is 
considered by Dr. Thomas in the article on page I 


_ entitled, “Of What Did Christ Empty Himself ." 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
BP he incidents of the crucifixion are peculiar to 
uke 


Why was Christ crucified in the center of the two 
malefactors? (Dr. Thomas, I,. 2.) 


How long did our Lord hang upon the cross? Did 
the Father “forsake” him for all of that time? 


What did the rending of the temple veil signify? 


How are God’s sovereignty and man’s free will 
both. evident in the crucifixion? (Dr. Smellie, 2.) 


Could Christ have saved himself?-{Dr. Smellie, 3.) 
PHILADELPHIA, . y 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charies Calvert. Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. . 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ THe Paincipre or CoNncENTRATION—Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 











FOR any child old enough to be taught the fact of 
the crucifixion its meaning should be made the sig- 
nificant thing. There is but one way to discover this 
meaning — not to guess at it or to accept the guesses 
of other men, but simply to receive the testimony 
recorded in the Word of God. There are three lines 
of testimony there so strong that it would seem that 
only wilful blindness could fail to see them, and wil- 
ful perversity refuse to receive them. The cumulative 
effect of this testimony should be so strong, when 
resented to the class, that never again should they 
ava reasonable doubt as to why he died. 

The three lines of testimony are the prophetic, the 
apostolic, and our Lord’s own testimony. Our Golden 
ext focuses: us a the heart of the prophetic tes- 
timony in the fifty-third of Isaiah—“He was 
wounded for our transgressions , . . for the trans- 
eee of my people was he stricken” (vs. 5-8). 


is forerunner proclaimed same truth when he 


announced him as the “Lamb of God, which taketh 


mi 4 the sin of the world.” 
The 


Lord himself not only foretold his own death . 


but its meaning, in Matthew 20:28, as well as at the 
communion hour (Luke 22: 19), and also when he 
spoke of himself as the good s rd (John 10:11). 
Not only the Apostle Paul throughout his writ- 
ings, as in Romans 5:8, 1 Corinthians 15: 3, Galatians 
3:13, Ephesians 5:2, Colossians 1:14, and in many 
other places, but Peter (1 Peter 1:2, 18, 19) and 
Jolin (1 John 2:2). as well, set forth this same vi- 
cariousness as the meaning of that dread scene on 
Calvary. And they merely wrote what they had all 
along proclaimed, as is shown in the Acts. 
Huntinepon, Pa. 
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Lesson for March 18 
Luke 23 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





1. The Lesson’s Main Message tes 
UCH in Luke’s account of the Crucifixion 
fare or eight items) is found only in this 

pel, and a careful study should- be made 
of this story in comparison with the other three. 

Aiter Peter’s denial (22: 54-62), came the accusa- 

tion before Pilate (23: 1-7), the appearance before 

Herod (vs. 8-12), and the judgment of Pilate (vs. 

13-25). Then followed the crucifixion (vs. 26-43) 

and the death (vs. 44-49). Luke’s account is deeply 

impressive in the unbro continuity of its clauses, 

It is linked together by the simple conjunction “and, 

giving the idea of deep sorrows. But out of it all 

stand what have been called “three tall cliffs with 
light on_the summits,” in the three words of Jesus 
on the Cross. They suggest three pictures of Christ 

on which to dwell. (1) 

The High Priest (vs. 33-38). There is a marked 
absence of details of physical sufferings. Jesus is 
in the midst bécause regarded as the chief male- 
factor. The prayer shows two things: in its address 
there is the conscidusness of hip, and in its ap- 
peal there is an authoritativeness in the intercession, 
suggesting his priestly work. The word “forgive” 
means to “forth-give,” to give out, in order that it 
may go clean away, out of sight and memory. The 
argument “for they know not what they do,” suggests 
a blindness which was réally guilty (John 15: 22-25). 
But our Lord’s love discovered the way to make this 
guilt the basis of his plea. Ignorance may dimin- 
ish but it cannot destroy wrong-doing, and sins of 
ignorance need forgiveness because God’s commands 
are absolute, not conditional on our ignorance or 
opinion. Sin is always greater than it appears to be 
because we never know the extent of the loss involved. 
(2) 

Onlookers were in three classes. There was the 
crowd, with some in it who were indifferent and per- 
haps also some who sympathized; there were the 
eaeei with their intense hatred; and the soldiers with 


their terrible brutality. In theif animosity Christ’s 


foes actually bore witness to his power, “He saved. 


others,” ‘but he could not save himself if he was to 
save others, for the sacrifice was necessary. The 
superscription was probably drawn up by Pilate as 
a taunt to the Jews. They once had a king and ex- 

ed to have one again, and perhaps Pilate thereby 
implied that this would be his fate also. The protest 
of the Jews (John 19:21) shows how sadly they had 
disowned Christ. But God overruled this opposition, 
and it is gloriously true that the Cross is in reality 
the Throne of Christ. (3) 


The King (vs. 39-43). The jeer of the impenitent 
robber was in actual fact a reproach, though in real- 
ity it -was. fine. testimony. The rebuke of the other 
robber is very striking in its recognition .of justice 
in regard to themselves and injustice in connection 
with Christ. Then came the penitent thief’s prayer 
with its magnificent faith. According to the King 
James Version, he addressed Christ as “Lord,” and 
this would mean: that at that time he was the only 
person on earth who believed in Christ’s lordship. 
But apart from this we notice the magnificent -out- 
look. He believed that Jesus had a kingdom, and 
his humble petition was for remembrance, evidently 
feeling sure that this would be to his advantage and 
that Jesus would remember him in spite of his sin, 
(This is a reminiscence of a remarkable sermon on 
the dying thief by Dr. Joseph Le Then came 
the bestowal of pardon and a threefold blessedness. 
There was: an unexpected blessedness — “with me in 
There .was an assured blessedness, ~ 
“thou shalt.” There was an immediate blessedness, 
— “to-day.” Thus, that day, which had begun in 
prison and had continued on the cross, was to be 
ended in Paradise. Could anything be more wop- 
derful than this claim of Christ over the unseén 
world just when he was dying? No wonder that he 
said to Pilate, “Thou sayest that I am a king.” The 
dying thief is often regarded as illustrating salvation 
at the eleventh hour. “One was saved that none 
should despair, and only one that none should pre- 
sume.” Salvation even at the last is an undoubted 
truth, but it may be questioned whether we are jus- 
tified in using the dying thief to prove it, because 


e do not know that he ever had any earlier oppor- 


tunity of seeing Christ. What is really true is that 
these words assure us of salvation for every one 
who repents and believes; this is the truth, only, and 
nothing more. (4) 


The Sacrifice (vs. 44-49). We notice three main 
points: the last hours, the last words, the last actions, 
Christ is in intense suffering, the land is enshrouded 
in darkness, but the consciousness of the Lord is clear 
and his confidence in the Father full. In the surrender 
of his life he had fulfilled God’s will, and the wa 
was now opened for the world’s salvation. The rend- 
ing of the veil indicated that man could now ap- 
proach God, and although humanity was awed by 
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the sight (v. 48), the testimony of the centurion was 
a striking proof of the reality of Christ’s character 
and life. (5) 

i Reading : Isaiah 53: 3-11. (1) The sor- 
row, verse 3; (2) the atonement, verses 4-6; (3) the 
Suffering, verse 7; (4) the death, verses 8, 9; (5) 
the triumph, verses 10-12, 

‘Books.—“A Modern Student’s Life of Christ,” by 
Volimer (Fleming H, Revell Co., New York, $1,50) ; 
Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, Phila- 
deiphia, $4); Godet’s Commentary on Luke (Chas. 
Scribner’s Sons, New York, $6); Pulpit Commen- 
pan’ on Luke (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 51 
vols, $2.50 a vol.; sold only in sets); “A 
Harmony of the Sg aw oo by Robertson (George 
H. Doran Co., New York, $2.50, net). Among the 
many books dealing with Christ’s. death, two will 
suffice for all practical purposes: “The Cross in 
Christian Experience,” by Clow (Doran, $1.50, -net), 
a fine presentation of various aspects of Christ’s 
death; “The Doctrine of the Atonement,” by J. K. 
Mozley (Duckworth and Co., London), a valuable 
introduction to the full study of this subject. 


Il. Reference Material 

Psalm 22:1-21; Mark 15:22-41; John 19:16-30; I 
Corinthians 1:23, 24; Galatians 6:14. 

1. Psalm 22:1-21. See Devotional Reading last 
week. The first part of the great Psalm of the Cru- 
cifixion: (1) the cry, verses 1, 2; (2) the mystery, 
verse 1; (3) the confidence, verse 3; (4) the remem- 
brance, verses 4, 5; (5) the approach, verses 6-8; 
(6) the assurance, verses 9, 10; (7) the prayer, verse 
11; (8) the hostility, verses 12-16; (9) the shame, 
verses 17, 18; (10) the renewed pleading, verses 19- 
21, " 

2. Mark 15:22-41. The parallel account to be 
carefully compared with that of Luke. 

3. John 19: 16-30. John’s account is also marked 
by characteristic features. 

4. 1 Corinthians 1:23, 24. Three effects of the 
Cross: on the Jews (stumbling-block) ; on the Greeks 
(foolishness) ; on the believer (“power”’ and “wis- 
dom”). Notice in these two results that the believer 
finds exactly what Jew and Greek failed to see in 
Christ’s death. 

5. Galatians 6:14. (1) The effect. (2) The rea- 
son —its spiritual. power. 

HI. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: What Our Salvation 
Cost. We can consider this along three lines. (1 
The testimony of prophecy. God was preparing this 
salvation for thousands of years, and Isaiah 53 shows 
something of what was contemplated. Let us - 
der this wonderful thought of God knowing ond 
beforehand that his Son would suffer. (2) The tes- 
timony of history. We see this in the Gospels, where 
afl through Christ’s life he endured suffering, which 
culminated -in the awful agonies of the Cross. (3) 
The testimony of doctrine. We can see this in the 
Epistles, where we are told that God “spared not his 
own Son” (Rom. 8: 32), and mention is made of the 
“precious” blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:19). Salva- 
tion which involved all this was indeed “costly.” (6) 

2. Young People and Adults: The Meaning of 
Christ’s Death. It is important, first of all, to con- 
template the fact, “Christ died,” and then comes the 
meaning, “for us.” In some way or another the 
death had reference to our lives, because obviously 
it was not and could not be for himself, since there 
was no reason apart from us why he should die. 
What then is the opm a (1) From God’s stand- 
point. It meant the manifestation of his righteousness 
ane sin (Rom. 3:25, R. V.), and at the same time 

e revelation of his love Liew 3:16). God’s right- 
eousness could not be indifferent to sin, and God’s 
love could not be indifferent to the sinner. (2) From 
our standpoint. To us it means redemption and holi- 
ness. Christ died to — us to God (1 Peter 3: 18), 
and then to make us holy (Titus 2:14). The chil- 
dren’s hymn tells us of the threefold purpose of our 
Lord's sacrifice : 

“He died that we might be forgiven, @ 
He died to make us good, 
That we might go at last to heaven, 


2 Saved by his precious blood’ 

. (7) 
IV. The Heart of the Review 

The Golden Text comes from the chapter which 
beyond afl others in the Old Testament foretells and 
anticipates the sufferings of Christ. Notice that in it 
there are two. voices. 

1. The Voice of Man (vs. 1-6). The confession 
of the lips (vs. I, 2); the contrition of the heart (vs. 
3, 4) ; the confession of the soul (vs. 5, 6) 

2. The Voice of God (vs. 7-12). Christ as the love 
of God (vs. 7-10, Why). Christ as the wisdom of 
God (¥. “5 How). Christ as the power of God (v. 
12. Ke 


V. Leading Questions 


Colfect the seven words from the Cross and show 
their teaching about Christ himself. 


What special contribution does Paul make to the 
doctrine of the death of Christ? 


* 141 


Give the views of the Cross seen in the writings 
of Peter and John, 


Show from Scripture the meaning of these three 
aspects of the death of Christ: Jesus as our Repre- 
sentative; Jesus as our Substitute; our identification 
and union with him in his death, 

What is the meaning of the words “for us” in re- 
lation to Christ’s dea’ 


Dr. Dale once said: “Christ did not come to preach 
the Gospel, but that there might be a Gospel to 
preach.” What does this mean? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Six Hours Alone, Athirst, in Misery 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


USKIN says of mountains that they are both 

our schools and our cathedrals. They can teach 

us much; and their solitudes and splendors, 
which bring God near, should bend us to lowliness 
and reverence, Calvary scarcely deserves the name 
of mountain, for externally it is insignificant and 
small. Yet what school or cathedral anywhere can 
compare with it. Its lessons are the profoundest. Its 
ground is the holiest, and on it we must bow head 
and heart in awe, 


Calvary in the morning — we linger there, and learn 
the love of Christ. 

At nine o’clock the day was already hot, still, blind- 
ing. On the crest of:the low hill of bad reputation, 
where executions were carried through, Roman 
legionaries had erected three crosses —two for rob- 
ber-bandits caught red-handed in insurrection, and 
the central one for the Son of God. It is strange 
to find Him on such a spot, among such companions, 
and in such suffering and shame. It would be in- 
explicable, if we did not remember His love. Christ ’ 
was on Calvary because he was fully resolved to -be 
on Saviour, let the cost for himself be what it might. 

1 

an we doubt his love? He spoke seven times out 
of the white heat of the furnace, and his first speech 
was a prayer for his crucifiers. If he went of his 
own accord to death, the wickedness of men had, 
none the less, planned and accomplished his dying. 
There was infinite criminality in their action, but 
his one thought of them was a thought of pity. Father, 
forgive them,he said, for they know not what they do. 
Some knew better than others, and the scribes and 
men of religion were more culpable than the rude 
soldiers of Caesar. But all human sin has an element 
of ignorance in it. We are blind, until God opens our 
eyes. We fancy ourselves right, when we are fatally 


wrong. (2) 
Can we doubt his love? He refused to save him- 
self, Below the cross they taunted him with his in- 


ability, and he heard them in silence, and answered 
nothing. If it had been a question of mere power, 
twelve legions of angels were at his disposal, and in 
a moment’s time he might have left his griefs far 
behind. But it was a question of our redemption ; 
and he would not forsake the accursed tree till the 
last farthing of the ransom was paid and our deliv- 
erance was complete. (3) ‘ 

Can we doubt his love? He took the dying robber 
with him to Paradise. “’Twas a thief,” Browning 
writes, “spoke the last kind word to Christ.” Perhaps 
the man was conquered by the demeanor of the Suf- 
ferer at his side. Perhaps Pilate’s “titulus,” This is 
the King of the Jews, stirred in him ideas of a finer 
and nobler royalty than that rough victory of ‘blood 
and iron for which he had fighting. So he 
reproved his brother-outlaw for his gibes and cruel 
words. And he begged that, when Jesus came back 
in manifest triumph, he might not himself be quite 
forgotten. There was a sudden and wonderful illum- 
ination of his spirit. There was a singular strength 
of faith in his petition. And Christ returned a super- 
abundant response: To-day thou shalt be with me in 
Paradise. Paradise is not the fulness of the experi- 
ence of heaven; for it is before the resurrection. 
But to be in it is to be in the blessed state — absent 
from the body, present with the Lord. O change. 
stupendous change! (4) 


Calvary at noonday — we halt there next, to learn 
at once the glory and the desolation of Christ. 

His glory. For at twelve o'clock in the day, when 
the landscape was bathed in light, a black pall fell 
and hung unlifted for three long hours. It was Goad 
rendering evident the sympathy which nature felt with 
the pain of its Lord. “Either the Deity is suffering, 
or the mechanism of the world is tumbling into ruin,” 
a heathen astronomer said, when the weird shadow 
enveloped the obelisk at Heliopolis. It was the Deity 
who was suffering, and the sun refused to shine on 
the crucifixion of its Maker. (5) 

His glory. For the veil of the Temple was rent in 
the-midst. This, also, was God’s doing; the Hand 
was not human but divine which tore the massive 
curtain from the top to the bottom. It was the 
Father’s declaration that the mysteries, which had 
been hidden from ages, were disclosed and made 
current coin by the death of Christ. It was his 
throwing wide and free, through this new and liv- 
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ing Way, the right of access to the Holi- 
est of all. No longer were his special in- 
timacies kept for a favored sacerdotal 
caste; anybody who named the name of 
ane might enjoy his fellowship and 
now his secret — saint and sinner, Jew 
and Greek, “sage and warrior, virgin 
mild, and the slave from bonds released, 
and the mother with the child.” (6) 

But Christ’s desolation, as well as his 
glory. For the darkness which covered 
the world possessed his own soul. Now, 
more dreadfully than ever, he was being 
made sin for us. Now, the lovingkind- 
ness of God seemed taken from him on 
whom our guilt and doom were laid. 
Now, his orphaned cry went up, Why 
hast Thou forsaken me? Now, as the 
old singer has it, “a clouded Face struck 
deeper than an angry blow.” Ah, through 
what tumultuous waters the Shepherd 
went to find and save his sheep! 


Calvary in the evening—we pause 
there last, to learn the joy of Christ. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon the 
midnight vanished, from the landscape 
without and from the Sufferer’s soul 
within. He cried with a loud voice, It 
is finished; and then came, more rest- 
fully and gently, the final word of trust 
and dedication, Father, into Thy hands I 
commend my spirit, All was over, and 
well over. The work was fully done. 
The glory of God was vindicated. The 
salvation of men was perfected. With 
an approving conscience, with a thankful 
heart, the Only Begotten Son could echo 
the saying of an ancient Psalm, and could 
pass from the wicked hands of men to 
the Hands of his Father — Hands of 
immeasurable might and of tenderness 
as immeasurable, clasping, holding, quiet- 
ing, keeping. (7) 

It is through the merit of Christ, who 
died for us, that in the end of our day 
we can take up the same glad confident 
word: “There is one comfort,” Sir 
Thomas Browne says, “that, though it 
is in the power of the weakest to de- 
prive us .of life, it is not in the power 
of the strongest to deprive us of death.” 
No, for death is ours when Jesus is ours. 

CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Such a Scene!—The malefactors, one 
on the right hand, and the other on the 
left (v. 33). Jesus came to seek the lost. 
Here he found two of them. Jesus was 
“the friend of sinners.” Here you sce 
h'm with a couple of his “friends.” Close 
friends! A rose between two thorns. 
The police net at the station-house in 
the morning reveals strange bed-fellows. 
Or rather it used to do so in the reign 
of King John Barleycorn. In the jails 
there are many striking contrasts. Cul- 
tivated, refined, and brainy men scrub 
floors and spend days shoulder to shoul- 
der with Bill Sykes and the other 
“roughnecks.” But in all the criminal 
history of the world there was never 
such a contrast as this one on Calvary 
this day. Never before had heaven and 
hell come so near together. On Calvary 
they touched when two of the worst of 


men (by their own confession) paid the 
price of sin, side by side with the Best 
of Men. The situation would be gro- 


tesque were it not so tragic and far- 
reaching. Yet this is the way God chose 
to bring salvation to a lost world (John 
3:14; 12:32). I sat on the platform 
at the Federal Prison in Atlanta the 
other day. There in the great audience of 
criminals before me sat an old college- 
mate, a disgraced professional man. He sat 
side by side with an ignorant mountain- 
eer cutthroat. Upon the platform a re- 
deemed jailbird was earnestly offering 
the salvation that comes only through 
the blood of Jesus Christ. Every man 
in the company of bankers, promoters, 
moonshine, postoffice, and other male- 
factors hung there that Sunday morning 
with Jesus in the midst. And in every 
jail every Sunday where the chaplain 
does his duty Jesus Christ the crucified 
one hangs among the “thieves.” And all 
the malefactors have to de is to look and 
cry and live. (1) 

Billy Vanderslice of Old Midway. — 
Father, forgive them; for they know not 
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whai they do (v. 34). I have just been 
talking with-one of the very brightest 
newspaper men of the country. We both 
came to the conclusion that about ninety 
percent of the badness in the world 
comes from ignorance. “They know 
not what they do.” Jolly Jack goes to 
the bad because he’s never “been shown” 
by Dad. To little jill Mom’s ne’er re- 
vealed the traps along her way con- 
cealed; and so it happens that Jack falls 
down and cracks his crown and Jill 
comes tumbling after! The “toughest 
nut” in town came to me one day and 
said, “Mr.- Ridgway, you know I am the 
onriest man in Coatesville. I would 
rather be a good man, but I don’t know 
how.” “Well, Billy,” I said, “when you 
sober up a little come to see me at my 
home and I will show you how.” But 
ummy, the chief, that very day gave 
im three hours to get out of town, and 
poor Billy Vanderslice was picked up 
dead in a vacant lot a little while later. 
Billy grew up on the Valley Road. No 
one ever took him to Sunday-school or 
took any interest in him in any way. 
Billy never knew. I was not interested 
much in the other fellow in those days. 
If the people in Jerusalem had known, 
if the Roman world had known, how 
differently would have run the current 


of history. Jesus knew that they did not. 


know, and the great heart of him went 
out in this most wonderful and most 
beautiful prayer ever uttered. Man ? 
proaches his closest to Heaven when he 
can pray thus like — Stephen did it 
(Acts 7: 56, 60). (2) 


The Aristocracy of Heaven.—T 0-day 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise (vy. 
42). In New England you are a real 
aristocrat if your forbear came over in 
the Mayflower. In Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey you are the real blueblood 
if your ancestor came over in the Wel- 
come. In the South “the quality,” the 
F. F. V.’s, sprang from the Cavaliers, and 
in the West from the Pioneers. But in 
the New Jerusalem there can be no 
“exclusive set,” because we find the first 
Christian settler in the Golden City is 
a self-confessed criminal. Yea, one who 
hung. Remember how Saxe sings this 
same idea: 

“Depend upon it, my snobbish friend, 

Your family line you can’t ascend 

Without great fear to apprehend 

You may find it waxed at the other end 

By some plebeian vocation. 





Or else perhaps your boasted line 
May end in a noose of stronger twine 
That plagued some worthy relation!” 


Heaver would be a very dull and un- 
pleasant place for a whole lot of peo- 
ple if taken there in the same frame of 
mind fey have now. The high posi- 
tions in heaven are likely held by the 
common herd, such as Lazarus, wi 
a thief for a leader. Thousands have 
elevated themselves far above the rest 
of the race by virtue of money and cir- 
cumstance and have become godless and 
shameless and. heartless. Their existence 
is a life of “front.” Not a single re- 
ligious thought or act. When they are 
men they are profane and vulgar. n 
they are women they are vain and cruel, 
When they are passing out there is no 
use quoting the Twenty-third Psalm. 
You might as well say it to the bed- 
post. They have no divine sense with 
which to sp it. The thief believed 
and his faith made him a new creature. 
Only the new creation can live in the 
New Jerusalem (2 Cor. 5:.17). (3) 
CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 
By Homera Homer-Dixon 


HERE are different languages 
and dialects in Africa, and only a few 
have been reduced to writing. Yoruba 
2 one of the few, and John 3:16 reads 

us 3 . 

“Nitori Olorin fe araiye tobe, ge ti 
oft omo bibi re kansoso funni.” It is a 
short sentence, but afire with the power 
of God to save from eternal darkness all 
who believe it. But why is it that.so few 
know it? 

Is Christ’s untold suffering upon the 
green hill for away just for a favored 
few? Must all the rest perish miser- 
ably? It is a startling fact that over fif- 
teen thousand people die every day in 
Africa, and yet the Christians of Amer- 
ica will throw away thousatids of dollars 
on luxuries. God forgive us! In the 
light of those hours on Calvary can. we 
think of luxury? What did Christ know 
of luxury, as he hung in the indescrib- 
able torture of crucifixion with a world’s 
guilt crushing his soul to unfathomable 
depths? 

If he counted that not too great a sac- 
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rifice for the salvation of the heathen, 
shall we hesitate ere we offer our own 
tiny lives to the same great 
as the Gospel of Calvary 


can they be saved. for “Neither is there - 


salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
Eighty million people are wait- 
tral Africa, still without know]l- 
edge of Christ. Eight hundred distinct 
tribes are almdst entirely without the’Gos- 
pel. Commerce now touches ninety per- 
cent of Africa’s population, but hardly 
ten percent is reached by the mission- 
aries. Is the gospel of the dollar so 
much more important to America than 
the proclaiming of the Gospel of Cal- 
vary? 
N1aGara Fauts, Can. 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two-dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged’ not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions ot this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in otempe. ailure to note the 
conditions means that g illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach. The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Dyctarince ‘wil De given to Ghilatines @ 
that portion of the son indicated in 
the lesson list after the w “Print.” — nt 
Illustrations on other verses than 
t specially des though 
sc te Golden Text are vod needed. 
After All Their Criticisms.—/ find no 
fault in this man (v. 4).. In a meeting 
of twelve hundred men, the preacher 
ve the men a chance to give their ob- 
jections to Christianity. he first ob- 
jector said: “Church-members are no 
better than others. Their lives are in- 
“Yes,” said the preacher, 
“that’s too true! Church-members- are 
not what they ouvcht to be.” “The min- 
isters are no goo,’ said another; “they 
are not like they used to be.” “Unhap- 
pily that is true, too,” admitted the 
preacher, “we are.a poor lot.” And so 
objections were mentioned one after an- 
other, and the pastor wrote them down: 
“Hypocrites in the church,” “The church 
is a rich men’s club,” “Christians don’t 
believe the Bible any more,”—twenty- 
seven in all. When they were through 
the pastor read off the whole list, then 
said. “Boys, you have objected to us 
pastors, to the church, to church-mem- 
bers, to the Bible, and other things, but 
you have not said a word against my 
Master!” And in a few simple words 
he preached Christ to them as the Fault- 
less One, and invited them to Him.— 
From the Record of Christian Work, 
ay by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 
1) 


consistent.” 


Have You Won frhis Highest Honor? 
—They ... laid on him the cross (v. 
26). Captain Guynemer, the — intrepid 
French flyer, who was killed some time 
ago, had gained the French military medal, 
the cross of the Legion of Honor, and the 
Croix de Guerre with fourteen bars, de- 
noting fourteen mentions in despatches. 
Guynemer is ssid to have been in a 
Parisian drawing-room where he was be- 
ing congratulated by some ladies about 
his latest exploit. “That was splendid,” 
said one of them. “You have now won 
the Legion of Honor, the military medal, 
the war cross; what other decoration can 
you yet win?” “The wooden cross,” he 
replied quietly—From the Sunday at 
Home. Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. (2) 


Worth More Than All.—Christ died 
for us (Rom. 5:8, Primary memory 
verse). John Muir told a story of a liv- 
ing example of the atonement which he 
heard among the Indians of Alaska, 
There had been war all summer between 
two strong tribes. One old chief saw 


.that unless it stopped soon and his peo- 


ple. had a chance to lay in their winter 
supply of berries and salmon, they would 
starve; so he went out under a truce 
flag to ask the chief of the other tribe 
to stop and go home, telling the reason. 
The other chief said his tribe would 
not stop fighting because ten more of 
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/ secret.—From the Rev. J. 


Lesson for March 18 
Luke 23 


his men had been killed than of the en- 
emy. Then the chief said to him, “You 
know I am a chief. I am worth ten 
of your men. aS tae (et iace ot seems 
and let us have peace.” — sacrificial 
request was gran and in front of the 
contending tribes the old chief was shot. 
When Mr. Young and Mr. Muir came to 
this tribe said, “Yes, your words 
are 4 e Son of God, the Chief 
of Chiefs, must be worth more than all 
mankind put — Therefore when 
his blood was shed the salvation of the 
world was made sure.”—From the King’s 


Business. Sent by M. Taylor, Winni- 
peg, Can. (3) 
Where God Over.—He was 


wounded for our transgressions (Golden 
Text). ut in our western country, in 
the autumn, when there has not bee 
rain for months, sometimes the prairie 
gtass catches fire, Sometimes when the 
wind is strong the flames may be seen 
rolling along, twenty feet high, destroy- 
ing man an 
When the frontiersmen see what is com- 
ing, what do they do to escape? They 
know that they cannot run as fast as 
that fire can travel. Not the fleetest 
horse can escape it. They take a match 
and light the grass around them, and 
then*take their stand in the burnt district, 
and are safe. They hear the flames roar 
as they come along; they see death bear- 
ing down upon them with resistless fury; 
but they do not fear. They do not even 
tremble as the ocean of flames surges 
around them, for over the place where 
they stand the F has already passed, 
and there is no danger. There is nothing 
for the fire to burn. And there is one 
spot on earth that God has swept over 
—Calvary—From D. L. Moody, in the 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford,.Conn. Prize 
illustration, (4) 


The Master Chemist.— He was 
wounded for our transgressions ... and 
with his stripes we are healed (Golden 
Text). In a brilljant.company of clever 
men some. time ago, the great subject of 
Christianity came up for conversation. 
The manner of Christ’s redeeming work 
was discussed. Many beautiful and won- 
derful, theories concerning this were in- 
troduced, but the one admittedly the 
best fell from the lips of one who is 
recognized as-one of England’s great 
men, great because of his goodness, trans- 
cending his greatness. In the midst of 
a reverent silence he rose and said, “Gen- 
tlemen, the manner of Christ’s redemp- 
tion is a wonderful thing. In my humble 
opinion, Jesus Christ was the Great Mas- 
ter Chemist and Artist of all time.” Then, 
picking up a Bible, he said, “We have 
heard many strange theories to-night, but 
this Book tells me that the Great Master 
Chemist and Artist used a bright red to 
produce a pure white in a dead black.” 
Then amidst a quietness which was as 
the hush of God, he read once again the 
story of the Crucified, and-men went out 
from that meeting feeling that they had 
been brought face to face with a won- 
drous reality, and rejoicing in the gift 
-of God’s em Son.—From the Chris- 
tian Herald, Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. (5) 


Socrates’ Question Answered.—And 
with his stripes we are healed (Golden 
Text). Socrates, the wisest of the Greek 
philosophers after Plato, said, “O Plato, 
Plato, God can forgive sin, but I cannot 
tell how!” Jesus Christ crucified is the 
T. Parr. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, Lon- 


don. 


How She Was Saved.—He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities; the chastise- 
ment of owr peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed (Golden 
Text). I was asked to call on a sick 
woman in a hospital. She told me she 
had been a professing Christian and a 
church-member for years, but never had 
had the assurance she was saved. She did 
not seem able to grasp the fact that 
Christ’s Atonement could save sinners. 
I said, “Supposing I had in one hand 
four hundred and ninety-nine pennies 
and in the other a five-dollar gold piece, 
which would you rather have?” She said, 
“Why, the gold piecé of course.” Then 
I said, “Just as the gold coin is worth 


beast in their onward rush. }- 
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more than four hundred and ninety-nine 

nnies of copper, so in God's sight 
— was worth more than all the peo- 
ple who ever lived on the earth put to- 
gether.” Then I added, “Jesus me 
a man that he might die, but belg God 
his death was of infinite value. th 

id not choose him and could not, for 
he had not broken the law, so he chose 
death; and not having any sin to die 
for, he put his righteousness in the op- 
posite side of God’s scale to our unright- 
eousness. And in that way his death 
more than overbalanced all our sins. 
Therefore God can be just and the justi- 
fier of all that believe in Jesus.” “Oh!” 
she said, “I see it. God laid on him all 
my sins and I go free, and now I know 
I am saved.”—A personal testimony, Sent 
by H. D. Kennedy, Elk Rapids, Mich. 


” 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
how may we tell thee of our gratitude to 
thee for what thou hast done for us! Too 
often we have thought only dimly of thy 
cross, and with miserable self-pity have we 
considered what we so foolishly call our 
crosses. May we face toward Calvary and 
the cross to-day, and realize what we owe 
thee! How hopeless for us to try to requite 
such love as that! Take us, we pray thee, 
and use us in such ways as seem good to 
thee in thy service. Thy gift of salvation, 
thy gift of grace, we would remember to-day, 
with broken and contrite hearts, in thy dear 
name, O Christ, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
taken that Golden Text for to-day’s les- 
son and noticed closely what it says? 
There are four sentences in the verse, 
and in each of the four the Lord Jesus 
Christ is mentioned, and so are we. In 





each something was done to him, and in| 
each case for us. And the something 
in each case was something that we 
could never have done for ourselves, 
sinners that we are. _He was. wounded, 
he was bruised, he was chastised, he 
was scourged. And we? °Well, the 


wonder of it all is enough, or ought to!’ 


be, to break any human heart with grat- 
itude. So that we, sinners as we are, 
and with no peace at heart, and sin-sick 
instead of joyous and whole,—yes, so 
that we might be forgiven, and released, 
and set at rest, and made whole, he, the 
Lord of glory, thus suffered, even unto 
death. Is any one here’ still refusing 
his love, his salvation? Oh, but why?} 
He died for you. Will you really refuse! 








WOUNDED 


his saving love? Let us pray. 
BRUISED 
CHASTISED 


HE WAS gnasriseo FOR US 


WHAT IS MY ANSWER TO HIM? 














Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“In the cross of Christ I glory.” 
“Jesus, keep me near the-cross.” 
“Thy life was given for me.” 

“Under the blood.” 

“When I survey the wondrous cross.” 
“Calvary.” 

“Alas, and did my Saviour bleed?” 
“Nailed to the cross.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of! 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by | 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- | 
tion, Pittsburgh.) } 
*His Grace Abideth Ever” (276:1, 3). | 

Psalm 136 : 1-3, 23, 24. | 

“Redeemed, Redeemed” (1st : 1, 2, 4). | 

Psalm 71 : 10-12, 14, 15. 

“Peace With God” (229 : 1-3). Psalm 116 : 1-17. 
“Wash Me Whiter Than Snow” (116: 1, 3). 

Psalm 51 : 2-4, 7-12. 

“God So Loved the World” (314). John 3 : 16. 


Is there the proper relationship be-!| 
tween the homes and your Sunday- 
school? “The Swunday-school and the | 
Home,” by Frank L. Brown, gives defi- 
nite plans for creating and sustaining 
that relationship. (The Sunday School | 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 50 cts.) i 


| Are you the Son of God? 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—Teachers must remember that 
without a Calvary there could not 
have been an Easter. The emblem of 
the cross is so familiar that we may help 
them to understand something of its real 
significance. 

Lesson Teaching.—The cross should 
remind us of God’s great love for the 
world, through Jesus Christ. 

Review and Introduction—Not long 
ago (November 19) some of our les- 
sons taught us that Jesus loves every- 
body, and he proved it because he went 
about doing good (January 7). Some 
of the people who saw and heard him 
were so sure that he loved them that 
they became his followers. Our lesson 
pictures remind us of the palsied man, 
the ruler Jairus, and his daughter, the 
lepers, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, Zac- 
chaeus, the r widow, and the twelve 
disciples. esus was kind not only to 
those who were good to him but to the 
unthankful and evil. Only a few people 
could see and hear him, so there had 
to be some way to show the whole world 

ow much the Heavenly Father and his 

?-Jesus loved: everybody. “For God 
so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have eter- 
nal life.” : 

Name some of the places where you 
have seen a large cross: on a church 
spire or in a cemetery; you may have 
seen a small one of gold or silver on 
a chain or used as a pin. When you see 
a cross anywhere does it remind you of 
the love of God and his Son, Jesus 
Christ? To-day’s story will help us to 
understand this. ‘ 

After the supper in the upper room, 
about which we talked last Sunday, Jesus 
told his disciples how much he loved 
them and that he wanted the whole 
world to know it. They talked and 
prayed and sang together before they 
started toward Bethany. 

Which one of the disciples had left 
the room during the evening? Judas 
was not with them when they stopped 
in the garden of Gethsemane. What was 
Judas doing while Jesus was praying 
so earnestly? That was a long and won- 
derful Thursday night. There was the 
Passover supper in the upper room, the 
talk and prayer and song afterward, 
then the visit to the garden of Gethsem- 
ane. It was about midnight when Judas 


| came with the rulers and soldiers to ar- 


rest Jesus. From the garden Jesus was 
taken to the high priest’s house. The 
frightened disciples were afraid and fled, 
but God’s angel helped Jesus to be brave 
and strong. 

Lesson Story—All night until morn- 
ing Jesus was taken from house to house 
before different rulers for trial, to prove 
that he was troublesome, but the gover- 
nor said, I find no fault in him, 

They asked him many questions — Are 


| you the Christ? Jesus said, If I tell you, 


you will not believe me. Then they asked, 
Jesus an- 
swered, You say that Iam. Again they 
asked, Are you a king? Jesus an- 
swered, You say so. Such answers made 


| the rulers angry, so they planned to put 
| him to death before his friends should 


hear much about it. 

By nine o’clock Friday morning they 
led Jesus to a hill outside the city gates, 
where three crosses were set up, and 
Jesus was placed on the center one, be- 
tween two thieves. Friends who heard 
what was happening followed and a 
crowd gathered near. Some of them 
heard Jesus praying: Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do. 
The soldiers who waited around cast 
lots to see who should have Jesus’ 
clothes ; some of the rulers mocked Jesus, 
saying, If you are the Christ, save your- 
self and come down from the cross 
The soldiers read this sign over the head 
of Jesus, This is the King of the Jews, 
so one of th said, If you are the king 
of the Jews, save yourself. Jesus did 
not answer. 

One of the thieves said to Jesus, Lord, 
remember the when you come into your 
kingdom. 
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be with me in Paradise. Toward noon 
it became very dark, so that people be- 
came frightened. After a while Jesus 
spoke again, Father, into thy hand I 
commend my spirit; then he died on the 
cross. The captain of the soldiers said, 
Certainly this was a righteous man. 

Before Jesus was born, God’s angel 
said to Mary, Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for it is he that shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins. To-day’s memory 
verse teaches us that Christ died for our 
sins. 
“Jesus loves me, He who died 

Heaven’s gate to open wide; 

He will wash away my sin, 

Let His little child come in.” (Old Song.) 


That\was a sad Friday, but because 
we know what papnened afterwards we 
now call it Good Friday. Jesus had some 
friends, among whom was a rich man, 
named Joseph, who owned a garden, in 
which was a new tomb. Joseph asked 
Governor Pilate to let him remove the 
body of Jesus from the cross, which he 
did — so very gently and carefully Jesus 
was carried to the new tomb. Some 
friends, disciples and women, watched 
and knew where the place was. Another 
lesson will tell us the glad part of the 
story. 

Peoria, It. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This. Week 
What our salvation cost: 


(1) Our Saviour; (2) our Father. (3) 
“Is it nothing to you?” 














Jesus said, To-day you shall! 


HE room, so strange to American 

eyes, was very still; only the quiet 
yet tense voice of the American gir! 
broke its stillness, and every dark head 
was bowed under its white chudda, every 
pair of dark eyes lowered under their 
lashes as those Hindu girls listened to 
their sister from over the sea telling 
them a strange and wonderful story — 
the climax chapter in a long series, for 
she had been coming to the zenana many 
weeks and each time they learned more 
about one she called “Lord Jesus.” Some 
had felt their hearts stirred with longing 
to know him as she did who had come 
so far just to tell of him to them, some 
listened passively, interested only in the 
strange looks and dress of their visitor. 
To-day, the story was suddenly inter- 
rupted by a soft sobbing, as one head 
went down and one girl’s voice cried 
out,’ in Hindustani, “Oh, stop! Please 
stop! I cannot bear any more —I can 
not bear it!” (1) 

Quickly the story-teller was by her 
side, with a gentle arm around the dis- 
tressed one, asking, “What it is, Lilla, 
what hurts you so?” thinking some phy: - 
ical illness had overcome her, (2) 

But the answer came, between sobbing 
breaths, “I cannot bear for him to suffer 
so—for me! You said it was for me 
— how can you tell it without weeping ? 
I love him—1I love him!” (3) 

And then the young missionary, who 
had been among many merican girls 
in her old Sunday-school classes who 
listen unmoved to this story of Jesus and 
his love, who had herself told it to man; 
girls in her homeland with never one to 
really care about it, realized for the 
first time how he had suffered — what 
her salvation had cost her Saviour. And 
never after that day could she tell again 
the story of the crucifixion without 
hearing that cry, “I cannot bear for him 
to suffer so—for me!” (4) 


1. We can only know what our salva- 
tion cost our Saviour by knowing hoth 
his life and his death — the last we must 
think of to-day. Try to think with him, 
from the hour when Judas met him 
with a kiss of betrayal to that last mo- 
ment when he cried, “Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit.” How must 
he have suffered, in mind and body, 
through the hours of darkness and dawn 
as he was dragged through those six 
trials —mockeries of justice—even to 

(Continucd on the next page) 
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The pains of strains and sprains 
are due to congestion. When 
you start circulation, you Fe- 
move the cause of pain, 


Relieves painful rheumatic 
twinges too. Warms and eases 
backaches, neuralgia, colds in 
chest. Keep it handy. 


Sloan's penetrates without 
rubbing. It istruly “the World's 
Liniment.” At all drug stores, 
35c, 70c and $1.40. 


Sloan's Liniment-kills pain? 
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SAFE — RELIABLE 


Banish coughing, sore 


throat, hoarse- 
ness — relieve _catarrhal and asthmatic 


conditions. Not candy but a cough 
remedy. At druggists. 


JOHN 1. BROWN & SON, Boston, Mase. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either 
> to separate addresses or ina 

package to one address, $1.50 each, per 

year. 

2.00 One copy, or any number of 
$ ° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
nF the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Your Class of Girls 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


that blackest hour of all when the body 
had reached its full limit of agony, and 
the spirit, too; when he cried out of the 
darkness of his soul into the darkness 
of the midday sky, “My God! my God! 
why hast thou forsaken me?” Utter 
loneliness and cruel doubt —even very 
young girls can know a little of what 
such anguish meant to him then! 

As darkness was lifted from the earth, 
so at the last hour of his life, on that 
cross of shame and suffering, the light 
came back to his soul, and we hear him 
cry, despite the dying body’s extremity, 
two “words” of victory: “It is finished,” 
work completed, the greatest effort of 





mouth) — faith in fult possession. once 
more, ‘peace, perfect peace within. Now 
indeed Satan has left him, and forever, 
aS a tempter. He has conquered! But 


at what a cost! (5) 


2. In all this what must have been the 
Father’s share of suffering—he who 
so loved that he gave this “only begotten 
Son” of his eternal love so to die? 
Faintly may we know by comparing his 
gift to those sons of America, given 

y their fathers because they loved mercy 
more than life and country more than 
self, in this last great war. Only faintly 
can we know, but we must remember 
that we, like that Hindu girl, may love 
him — love him. (6) 


3. And what is it all to you—to your 


all the ages accomplished, and “Father,! girls? An old story of heroic sacrifice, 


to thy hands I entrust my spirit” (Wey- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Math. 27¢ F 
Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Here is another way to reproduce the 
scenes in Little Jetts. A little girl in a 
mountain state has sent me a cardboard 
with Jetts scenes in bas-relief. They are 
very effective and could be used before a 
class, so all could see clearly. She advises 
that she takes equal parts (in bulk) of flour 
and salt,—a little more of salt, —and mixes 
with water to the thickness of soft clay. 
She shapes these into heads and bodies, 
using twigs for arms and legs. These she 
lays out om a cardboard, flattening a little 
and puts in an oven (or onthe radiator) to 
“bake.” When dry, she blackens with ink 
or showcard paint, or shoe blacking. 


Greensporo, N. C. 
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equaled in physical valor hy others in 
history, as has been claimed, and per- 
haps also in moral courage? They are 
forgetting half the story who make such 
claims, that this One was sinless and was 


' “made sin” in that death, an anguish of 


soul beyond our reckoning. ‘What is it 
to you? It must be one of three things: 
a stumblingblock, as to the Jews; or 
foclishness, as to the Gentiles; or the 


| power of God unto your salvation. (7) 


Home Study 
Read 1 Corinthians 1: 23, 24; Galatians 
6:14; Acts 4: 12, and memorize. 
Decatur, Ga, 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


“MARCH 3, 1923 


leaped off the altar into his father’s arms. 
There in the bushes the ram caught by 
the horns, God’s substitute for Isaac. (3) 

And now the beast is on the altar, the 


its throat; and Isaac stands there, dazed 
perhaps by the suddenness of the change 
in the situation, but thinking — thinking 
ever so deeply, as he looks upon the form 
of one suffering death in his stead, (4) 
Thus, fellows, away back in the first 
book of the Old Testament God began 
preparing his people to read the mean- 
ing of that supreme sacrifice which 
should be made two thousand years later 
on Calvary. To-day you and I look 
back, about the same distance in years, 
to the same greaf® central Event of all 
time; and as we see the body of our 
Lord hanging on the cross to satisfy 
divine justice, we know he is there as 
our substitute. “He was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities, . .. All we like sheep have 
gone astray; We have turned every one 
to his own way; and the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all... .” (5) 
But, fellows, I ask you to look upon 
him, not as a dead Saviour; rather as 
one who suffered death for you and me, 
and rose again that we might rise also; 
and that we might be enlisted in his 
great army — he as Captain. He is call- 
ing us, fellows—every one of u5-—out 
into the open, into the thick of the fight 
where he is; we can’t hold back. He 
needs us and he has a right to every 
ounce of our fighting blood, for he pur- 
chased it with his own—there on Cal- 
vary — as our substitute. Let’s go! (6) 
Greenssoro, N. C. 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: With prayer. in 
Discussion: Why did Jesus Christ have 
to die in order to save sinners? Who 
are sinners? What must a sinner do to 
be saved? How can a fellow best get 
the news around, where it is most 
needed? 

Objective: Christ’s ownership of us by 
his blood purchase. 














S 4°: fellows, we’re in the shadow of 
a great tragedy to-day—the deep- 
est, darkest night the world has ever 
known—and I am asking you with 
bowed heads for a moment to permit 
God’s Spirit to quiet your hearts and 
make clear your vision, as you approach 
the one great outstanding fact of all 
history —the fact of Jesus dying upon 
the cross. (1) 

I want you to see it, fellows—the 
cross—and on the cross the suffering 
Saviour. I want you to look upon him 
as your substitute; to think, just as Bar- 
abbas must have thought if he was in 
the crowd at Calvary (and some believe 
he was) —to think of Christ as hang- 
ing there on the cross in your place. 
For that is the meaning of Calvary, fel- 
lows —nothing short of it. (2) 

Have you ever tried to picture in your 
minds another scene enacted very near 
the spot where Jesus was crucified, the 
sacrifice of Isaac by his father, in obe- 
dience to God’s command? Can you 
imagine. that boy’s astonishment and dis- 
may, first when his father laid his hand 
upon him and said, “You are to be the 
sacrifice, my son”? Isaac, you know, had 
been wondering where his father ex- 
pected to get the lamb for the sacrifice, 
there on the mountain top. He asked 
him about it as they went along to- 
gether toward the place where the altar 
should be erected. Abraham had said, 
“The Lord will provide a lamb for the 
burnt-offering, my son,” and Isaac ques- 
tioned no more. Then the tragic mo- 
ment came. It must have been a mo- 
ment of great suffering for both father 
and son, but both endured it with a 
marvelous submission, and the boy was 
bound, unresisting, and laid upon the 
altar. 

The wood was ready to be lighted 
and the knife was lifted. Shutting his 
eyes, I can imagine Isaac already felt 
the keen cutting of that knife in his 
father’s hands—then, the unexpected 
climax! God spoke: “Lay not thine 
hand on the lad!’ And the binding 
cord was cut from his hands and he 
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assures you health-building, 
vitamine - bearing cod-liver 
oil in its purest form, 
pleasant to take 
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Girls! Girls!! 
Clear Your Skin 
With Cuticura 
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Self-Shining 
Shoe Polish 


~ Requires No Brushing 


Use Whittemore’s Polishing Pastes 
For all kinds of Men's, Women’s and Children’s 
Black, Tan and Oxblood Sh 


Shoes 
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Whittemore Bros., Cambridge, Mass. 
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Lesson for March 18 


Luke 23 
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- Bureau of Sunday-School Information 
All questions are to be sent to the Ways of Working Editor 


Marion Lawrance, Hugh Cork 
Charles A. Oliver, Mrs. A. W. Karnell 
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Ask Marion Lawrance! 


General Secretary for Life of the 
International Sunday School Council 

Ohio.—Can curtains be used to advantage 
in partitioning off class-rooms, especially 
where it does not seem feasible to use regu- 
lar partitions or folding partitions?—D. C. L. 
y= curtains may be used to good 

effect, and in some respects they are 
better than the wooden partition. Of 
course they do not keep out the sounds 
from the classes adjoining, but they are 
much more easily and quickly adjusted, 
and are less expensive. 

A new curtain device has been got- 
ten up, called the “Cur-ti-tion.” This: is 
a new thing,,and is gotten up by the 
“Cur-ti-tion” Company, Schofield Build- 
ing, Cleveland, Ohio. A request ad- 
dressed to this Company will bring a cir- 
cular that will explain the _use of the 
“Cur-ti-tion.” In this circular we find 
the following statement referring to the 
operation of the “Cur-ti-tion” : 

“A pull-cord attached to each section 
controls the collapsible mechanism and 
folds the fabric within each section. 
This results in an artistic pilaster effect 
at the wall; or, if desired, the sections 
can be made to disappear within a closet 
on either or both sides, depending upon 
local conditions,” 








Missouri.—Some of our teachers do not ap- 
preciate the. Teachers’ Meeting. This I know 
from the trifling excuses they give for be- 
ing absent. We have our Teachers’ Meet- 
ing once a month, and at the close of the 
mid-week prayer-meeting, instead of taking 
a whole evening for it as in the past. To 
my mind this is.little better than having no 
meeting. All improvements we have made 
in our school which have led to the best 
results have been the outcome of this 
Teachers’ Meeting.—G. E. A. 

OUR estimate of the teachers’ meet- 

ing is correct. As I have often 
said in these columns—the Teachers’ 
Meeting is the thermometer of the Sun- 
day-school. I am well aware that the 
stress of life is so severe these days that 
it is hard to get any night that is free, 
so that all can come; nevertheless, inas- 
much as the meeting is held but ‘once 
a month, it would seem as though ar- 
rangements could be made so _ that 
all could be present if they really 
wanted to. I think you are correct in 
your estimate of the value of the meet- 
ing held after the prayer-meeting. If 
the meeting is held but.once a month, 
by all means it should have a whole 
evening. My views concerning the 
Workers’ Meeting (by far a better name 
than Teachers’ Meeting) are the same as 
yours, and I have held Workers’ Meet- 
ings in the schools with which I have 
been connected for twenty-five years or 
more. It is impossible to overestimate 
their value. On the other hand, they 
must be made helpful and practical if 
the teachers are to come. . [If you are 
using the Graded Lessons, of course it 
is impossible to teach the lesson, but 
there are many ways to improve the 
time and make the meeting truly profit- 
able. Just at present in our Sunday- 
school the outline of our Workers’ Meet- 
ing is as follows: Assemble at 6 o’clock; 
supper at 6.15. This supper is furnished 
free to all officers and teachers; others 
who come as visitors or escorts pay for 
their supper. After supper the minutes 
of the preceding meeting are read by 
the recording secretary, and a record is 
made of the attendance by departments. 
Then follows a five or ten-minute talk, 
“A Look at the Mirror.” This is where 
some department of the school reports 
for the benefit of all who are present, 
and in this way the whole company of 
workers come to know what is going 
on in the various parts of the school. 
This is followed by another talk of ten 
minutes or so under the topic, “The 
Sunday-School Outlook.” The purpose 





of this is to widen the vision of the 
workers and let them know what is go- 
ing on in the Sunday-school world out- 
side. The pastor then gives a thirty-five 
minute talk on some phase of religious 
education. Of course there is ample 
time given to attend to all business de- 
tails, and this helps to keep up the in- 
terest in the school. This is a good 
Workers’ Meeting, and yet, not all of 
the workers attend; indeed some cannot. 
Do not be discouraged if you cannot get 
them all there. 

No Sunday-school, under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, will ever be any better than 
the plans made for it in the Workers’ 
Meeting; indeed, this meeting is ab- 
solutely essential to the highest ef- 
ficiency, and any worker in the school 
who unnecessarily absents himself from 
this meeting is thereby measuring, in 
the presence of all, the extent of his in- 
terest in the school’s real welfare. 





Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by Hugh Cork 


Ways of Working Editor of 
The Sunday School Times 


Our Sunday-school music is far from what 
it ought to be. Many hymns we sing are not 
conducive to worship. If we get a hymn we 
like and learn to sing it well, we sing it 
every Sunday until it becomes threadbare. ' 
What would you suggest?—C. H. | 

SsIRST of all we should remember that 

hymns should always be regarded and 
used as an act of worship. The super- 
intendent should always make the selec- 
tions, and with a view to. creating at- 
mosphere in which the lesson of the day 
can be more easily taught. The reading 
of the verses by designated classes will 
focus attention upon the thought as the 
hymn is sung. Telling the story of how 


the hymn came to be written or some-' 


thing about the writer or some incident 
in connection with its use will make its 
singing more effective. Of course much 
depends upon the chorister as to how it 
is sung, but the superintendent is the 
one who should decide why it is used 
to-day. In nearly all hymn-books there 
is a classified subject index in tht back, 
which will aid in selecting a variety of 
hymns even emphasizing the same sub- 
ject. _In “The Story of the Gospel 
Hymns,” by Ira D. Sankey (The Sunday 
School Times Co., Philadelphia, $2), 
there will be found abundant material 
for creating more interest in our sing- 
ing. 





We are going to start in our Sunday- 
school a Bible study class for high school 
pupils, sco organized that we can get credit 
at the high schocl. Do you have or know 
of a course covering four years that is suit- 
able for high school pupils, and is not graded, 
so they may be taken in any order?—R. J. R. 

IRST of all I would have a confer- 

ence with the principal of your high 
school, and get him to present your de- 
sires to the Board of Education. In 
Paris, IIl., some years ago this was done, 
and the board, with a Catholic and a Jew 
upon it, established a rule “that any 
church which would organize a Sunday- 
school class of high school students, the 
teacher of which was approved by the 
principal of the high school, would be 
given credit for the work done in the 
Sunday-school on Sunday, and if desired, 
the student would be excused from one 
recitation in some regular subject and 
study period, in lieu of this, The school 
board permitted each church to’ select 
its own subjects for study and examine 
and grade its own papers, but attendance, 
examination, and a passing grade were 
compulsory. 

No courses, so far as I know, have 
been outlined especially for this work, 
but it seems to me the following five 





The owner of one of 
North America’s greatest newspapers 
has time for something else 


He was on the telephone the other day for a friendly talk with the 
Publisher of The Sunday School Times. Circudation was the subject — 
circulation of the daily papers, and of the religious weeklies. 


And the ‘daily’ man said heartily, ‘‘I should like to do anything I can 
to help the circulation of The Sunday School Times. The paper is needed 
—very much needed—in our part of the country. It helps. me. Ii 1 can 
do anything at any time to introduce it to others, Yshall be g/ad to.” 


That was a good word from a busy newspaper owner. And judging 
from the mail day by day, the aco pes of the Times offices would be kept 
busy if all the circulation-well-wishers of the Times family of readers were 
to call up and say, ‘I'll be glad to add a few to your list of subscribers !" 

Yes, thank you! You can help! How? 


_By sending the names of friends to whom we can send specimen 
copies, 


By sending a few ‘‘Get-Acquainted” subscriptions at 25 cents for 
10 weeks, 


Plenty of folks besides that good newspaper friend can, and do, ‘ lift” 
a bit! 


WILL YOU? 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 WALNUT STREET, - - - - PHILADELPHIA 











When answering advertisements, pl ition The Sunday School Times 

















(Continued on the next page) 


Study Bible Now! 


Better Than College Course 


An eminent ‘professor of English language and 
literature at Yale University, says : 





** I thoroughly believe in a university education 
Sor both men and women; but I believe a knowl- 
edge of the Bible without a college course is more 
valuable than a college course without the Brble. 


“* Every one who has a thorough knowledge y 
the Bible may fe be called educated; and no 
other learning or culture, no matter how extensive 
or elegant, can form a proper substitute.” 


And former President Roosevelt said: 


“To every man who faces life with real desire 
to do his part in everything, I appeal for a study 
of the Bible. No book of any kind ever written 
has so affected the whole life of a people.” 
The Correspondence method of Bible study is the best method 


for securing a thorough knowledge of the Bible—better than 
any oral teaching can possibly be. 


More than 7,000 persons of 40 different occupations are now enrolled’ in one or more of the 


Moody Bible Institute’s 
Correspondence Course 


studying the inspired Revelation under the direction of eminent, Spirit-filled Bible scholars. To really 
know the Bible is an education out of which springs the fullest and best development of one’s powers in 
any vocation. This marvelous Book has moulded earth’s loftiest characters. It meets man’s deepest 
needs. It charts the only path to real and lasting success. Dig in it as for you will secure 
treasure of v: extent bey any calculation. Letters of warmest appreciation are 
constantly received from students and graduates. For example: 


Former President Roosevelt 





“It has never been my privil to b " > Bi Course 
fascinated with Bible study es om with ee my oe oe vi pate, Cos of 
this course. greater value to me than any other training 

have ever had, though I spent four years 


“I have come to know the Bible in an _ jin college. 


entirely new light. The Old Testament is 
aow intensely interesting.” 


“ The benefits Ihave received from the 


m ta Pp irse 
Synthetic Course are beyond estimate and of Eo ater Bang soaseate Bes le 


ey to 
above price. my Bible and theological work in college.” 
No matter what your occupation you can 
study the Bible by correspondence. These You will be a personal il— 
courses open a new world to you—broaden Enroll Now! time, place and aman at Bo~s un- 
your vision, develop your understanding, der your own control. The prices are below cost—these 
courses are not sold for profit. There is no better time 


answer your questions, help solve your 
perplexities, give comfort and encourage- to start than NOW. Send the coupon at once for Free 








ment. : Prospectus descriBing our eight Courses in detail. 
We Offer t a. , 
Co by iI @@eenes Mail the Coupon To-dayaaanae 
ure =s : THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Synthetic Bible Study; Scofield Bible 5 Dept. 5733, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ul. 
rse; Practical Christian Work? Bible wags P ivi Sane 
Doctrine; Bible Chapter Summary; Intro- 4 ice aainiiney Gimer aici name te ee 
4 Bi ble C Pp lism: LA risti oa formation regarding your eight courses in Corre- 
+ = deem e Course; Evangelism; C an x spondence Bible Study. 
he 7 - 
THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE a Ek So eta eserwereS SoS Sos 
Dept. 5733, 153 Institute Place a 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS it A ddress A Cia. h Se 6 D. 6+ Ee Or o-6 2) 6.4 
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CHALFONTE- IN HALL 
_ ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


Quiet — Homelike — Delightful 
On the Beach and the Boardwalk 


Vernon Room March Musicales 


Every Saturday evening thru March, by celebrated 
members of the Metropolitan and Chicago Operas and 
other eminent concert artists:— Paul Althouse, Rudolph 
Bochco, Madeline Brard, Clara Deeks, Giuseppe de Luca, 
Benismino Gigli, Helen Hobson, Susanne Keener, 
Mario, Erwin Nyiregyhazi, Lucille Orrell, Paul 
Ryman, John Charles Thomas, Cyrena Van Gordon,, 
Raoul Vidas. hs 





LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


Write for Folders. Mahe Reservations. American Plan. Always Open. 
































The Magic Carpet 


ye“ could sit on the fabled carpet of Bagdad 
and view the world. In the whisk of an eye- 
lash it would carry you any place you wanted 
to go. All you had to do was wish. 


Advertising is a sort of magic carpet. Read it 
and in a twinkling of an eye you can review 
the merchandise of the world, pictured and 
displayed for your benefit. 


The advertisements introduce you to the latest 
styles—the newest comforts for the home—the 
best of the world’s inventions. They tell you 
how to buy, where to buy and when to buy. 
They keep you posted on things necessary to 
feed and clothe you and your family and make 
you comfortable and happy. 


Read the advertisements as a matter of educa- 
tion. Read them to keep abreast of progress. 


= 
Read the advertisements regularly 

















—_— 


























Adult Class Questions 


(Continued from the preceding page) 


books might be used with profit each 
year, each complete in itself, and all five 
used with the Bible, leading into green 
pastures and beside still waters. Firs 
year, “Our Sixty-six Sacred Books,” 
Edwin W. Rice, D.D. (American Sun- 
day School Union, $1.10, postpaid) ; sec- 
ond year, “Your Study Bible,” John 
Weaver Weddell (The Sunday 
Times Co., Philadelphia, $1.25); thir 
ear, “Old Testament Studies,” P. E. 
urroughs, D.D., and “New. Testament 
Studies,” A. T. Robertson, D:D. (Sun- 
day School Board, Southern Baptist 
Convention, Nashville, 75 cts. each); 
a oA wy. “The Doctrines of our 
aith,” E, C, Dargan (Sunday School 
i Southern Baptist Convention, 75 
we 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A, W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 


The recent discussion in the public press 
of the controversy between the Fundamental- 
ists and the Anti-Fundamentalists has made 
some of our members feel that they would 
like to study some book or books for three 
months, beginning with the first of April, 
such as, “Religion and Reason” or “Rational 
Religion.” Do you think the department has 
a right to change to such a course? Person- 
ally, I do not approve of it.—L. T. B. 

DO not know whether the titles you 

give are of books or just subjects for 
study. However, that does not matter, 
as no part of the Bible school has a 
right to choose a course outside of that 
for which the school is organized. The 
Bible is, and must remain, the text-book 
of the school. When it ceases to be 
that the school should disband. 

The great need in the home to-day 
is a knowledge of God’s Word and a 
reconstruction of the home life on the 
basis of the principles contained in the 
Bible. The Home Department was or- 
ganized to meet this need, to secure sys- 
tematic study of the Bible on the part 
of the individual. 





I read in your book that a statement of 
the use of contributions of the members 
should be made once a year and a copy sent 
to each member of the department. Our con- 
tributions go in with the rest of the school, 
and no accounting is made of any depart- 
ment except at the officers’ meeting. I should 
like you to explain Section 4, page 32. 

I thought that money was never mentioned 
in connection with Home Department mem- 
bership. 

ANY Home Departments have an 

organized Council, with its own 
secretary and treasurer, recognized and 
approved by the local Sunday-school 
board, and Section 4 is intended for such 
departments. 

Some departments report the per cap- 
ita .contributions of the members, and 
one department that I know of per- 
sonally reports the per capita contribu- 
tions of the members by districts, and 
by that means have greatly increased 
their offerings. 

While the question of contributions is 
not urged, or the lack of it considered 
an obstacle to membership the members 
of this department are members of the 
Sunday-school and should be encouraged 
to give. 





We are_thinking of having a Methers’ and 
Daughters’ Dinner in May, and I wonder if 
this should not come under the auspices of 
the Home mt, as so many of our 
members are mothers, and we have never 
made much of Mothers’ Day, but we hope 
to observe it this year. Should not the Home 
Department have charge of this also?— 
Teacher and Home Department Superintend- 
ent. 

HAVE addressed on an average of 

from two to three audiences every 
Mothers’ Day (May 13 this year) for 
a number of years past, and in every 
case the observance was under the aus- 
pices of the Home Department, and the 
observance of this day is generally under 
the auspices of this department. 

The Mothers’ and Daughters’ Ban- 
quet, however, originated in the Young 
People’s Department, and has been pro- 


i oe 








MARCH 3, 1923 
moted that department. I have ad- 
dressed banquets of this character where 


the arrangements were made by the men 
of the Church, by a women’s organized 
class, by a committee appointed by the 
Sunday-school board, and in one instance 
by the session of the church, so that you 
will see that that is a local arrangement. 
However, I have never attended one 
where the Home Department had charge 
of the arrangements. The mothers of 
this department and their daughters, 
whether they are members of the church 
or not, are invited to the banquet. 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 
‘TagehenTecteing, Supetetntons of Gee e 
Association 


Some time ago we used the Oliver text- 
book in our training class. It was the great- 
est help to me of anything I had ever had 
in that line. To-day I have a class of boys, 
three of whom have shown a desire to be- 
come teachers. Immediately I thought of 
the* Oliver text-book, but on writing to our 
denominational board they informed me that 
they could furnish me with the text-book, 
but not with a certificate of recognition upon 
completion of each part, nor the diploma at 
the close. We would like very. much to se- 
cure the same. Will. you kindly notify me 
as to this?—Mrs. W. W. W. 


DO not think that any denomination 

er State Association has ever given 
a certificate recognition for the comple- 
tion of a section of the text you name. 
Your denominational board has always 
required that the entire book be studied 
with examinations before any recogni- 
tion would be given. If you will inform 
the denominational headquarters of your 
purpose, your class will be enrolled, and 
when all the examinations have been 
taken a denominational certificate will 
be awarded, 


I am a pastor with three country churches 
under my care. In all three charges we suf- 
fer for lack of trained Sunday-school teachers. 
I fear that in this scattered country field it 
would be very difficult to conduct a training 
class in all three churches. Do you think 
it can be done? 

ES, it can be. done. There are to- 

day a larger number of _ teacher- 
training classes in small communities and 
in country districts than in the large 
cities. 

We have record of a Lutheran pastor 
with but two years’ experience in the 
work of the ministry who now has a 
successful teacher-training class in all 
the five churches he serves. In three of 
the churches the students have finished 
one of the First Standard text-books, 
and- are now at work on advanced 
studies. In two of these churches they 
are studying how to teach missions in 
the Sunday-school, and in the third 
church the class is studying Child Psy- 
chology. In the remaining churches the 
classes are at work on the First Stand- 
ard (Elementary) text-book, 








Can the teacher-training course referred to 
in the answers to questions in The Sunday 
School Times of July 1 be taken by one who 
would like to have the benefit of its instruc- 
tions, while not living where it would be 
possible to attend the classes? If so, where 
may the necessary books and other helps 
be obtained? I should like to take up the 
studies at such times as I can, in my own 
home and in the regular way.—L. S. G. 

E i's teacher-training courses may be 

taken by individual students no mat- 
ter where they may live, whether in a 
city or in a remote country district. The 
individual student loses the stimulus that 
comes: from the associations and discus- 
sions of a class, but even studying the 
lessons alone he will derive much help 
from the course. 

The text-book may be purchased from 
your denominational book store or from 
any city book store. 

Write to the Sunday-school board of 
your denomination or to the New York 
State Sunday School Association, and 
ask for circulars describing the courses 
of study and indicating the steps you 
should take. Either of those agencies 
will be glad to enroll you as a student 
under their care, and will provide offi- 
cial examinations leading to a certificate 
or diploma. 





























Lesson for March 18 
Luke 23 


SS 
IT Does the Cleaning 


—NOT You! 


Sani-Flush cleans it for you. Don't 
scrub the toilet bowl. Nor scour it. 
Nor dip out water. 

Sprinkle Sani-Flush into the bowl. 
Follow directions on the can. Flush! 
Watch stains, discolorations, incrus- 
tations disappear. See how the bowl 
shines. There's nothing like Sani- 
Flush. It’s patented. - 

You can’t reach the trap—hidden, 
unhealthful. Sani-Flush does! Cleans 
it thoroughly. Destroys all foul odors. 

‘on’t harm plumbing connections. 

Always keep Sani-Flush handy in 
the bathroom. 


Sani-Flush is sold at grocery, drug, 

hardware, i. and _house-furnish- 

rset Price 25c. (Canadian price, 

35c; foreign price, 50c.) 

THE HYGIENIC PRODUCTS Co. 
Canton, Ohio 


Foreign Agents: Harold F. Ritchie & Co., Ltd. 


Toronto, ‘Canada 


33 "Chine ‘House, London, E. Cc. 1, England 


louse, Sydney, Australia 








You can bé quickly cured, if yout 


STAMMER 


Send 10 cents for 288-page beet on Stammering and 
Stuttering, “Its Cause and + ” It tells how [ 
cured myself after stammering B. N. Bogue, 
6471 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. iil. Ti y"indianapells. 
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4200-3310 W Navtees eee 


A ga pe 3 Re R desires a middle- 
Christian woman to live in 

i assist the 

housework and the children. H,. 

L. Hellyer, 16 Ninth Ave., Haddon Heights, N. J. 


PEARL’S SECRET 


‘THE true story of a very real and 

lovable little girl in far-away China, 
whom other little girls ought to know. 
They will be interested in the strange 
places and customs that Pearl knew 
in her Chinese home, and they will 
enjoy her games and her happy ways. 
They will see, too, that even a very 
short life may be a great blessing to 
others. And what Pearl’s secret was 
they can learn when they read the 


little book about her. 75 cents, postpaid. 
The Sunday School Times Co,, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday Schoei Times. 




















THE SUNDAY 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





March 25. Educational’ Missions at Home 
and Abroad. Acts 19 : 8-20. 

April 1. Lessons from the Psalms, 4. The 
Easter Psalm. Psa. 16: 1-11; Acts 2: 22- 
27. (Consecration meeting.) 

April 8. What Are Wise and Unwise Uses 
* va Lord’s Day? Isa. 58 : 8:14; Psa. 


April. gy "How Can We Become Truly Edu- 
cated? Prov. 4: 1-9. 


Sunday, March 18 
Factors for Making the World Better: 
How Can We Help? 
(Matt. 5 : 13-16). 








Mon.—Evangelism (Isa. 52: 7-10). - 
Tues.—Education (Prov. 1 : 1-6, 20-22). 
Wed.—The church (Isa. 2: 1-4). 
Thurs.—Divine. ideals (Rev. 21 : 9-11, 22 


27). 
Fri.—Unselfish lives (1 Cor. 9 : 19-23). 
Sat.—Sacrifice (John 12 : 20-26). 











What is the greatest factor in world-bet- 
terment ? : 

How does the church help world-better- 
ment? 

How does international friendship help? 


je greatest way that we can help to 
make the world a better place to live 
in is to give our all and do our utmost 
to bring men into right relationship with 
God. This must be the foundation of all 
our activity. While social activity is de- 
sirable and important, and while indi- 
vidual soul-winning seems of minor value, 
it will not always be thus. “A million 
years from now,” when time will have 
become only an incident in eternity (but 
with a significance how vast!) it’ will be 
the other way. Our first duty, then, : is 
to proclaim by life and word the ever- 
lasting Gospel, that men may'bél saved. 
we 

Facts ought to be faced squarely or not 
at all. Multitudes of people to-day aré 
violating certain laws of the land. Many 
of them are among our “best people.” 
In excuse they. are offering the query of 
Cain: “Am my brother’s keeper?” 
“Personal liberty” ceases to be personal 
when it either causes a fellow-being to 
stumble, or violates the command of the 
community expressed in the form of law. 
The Church has the vital force which 
gave the victory to the advocates of the 
Prohibition amendment. Without that 
support the fight would have been hope- 
less. Without the continuance of that 
support it is not impossible that our laws 
will be repealed. The duty of Christian 
people is plain and straight: implicit per- 
sonal obedience to law, plus the public 
declaration that one who uses or en- 
courages the use of liquor in contravention 
| of law is as much a criminal as the man 
who feloniously breaks into a house at 
; night with intent to steal. Christian peo- 
ple should advocate and aid a real execu- 
tion of the provisions of the federal and 
state laws designed to enforce the Eight- 
eenth Amendment, without fear or favor, 
to rich and poor alike. 


we 

Since the thought of Christian people 
affects the life of a nation to a tremen- 
dous degree, a little reflection will lead to 
the conclusion that the sorts of social en- 
joyments indulged in by Christian youn 
people have more to do with the world’s 
condition than we sometimes realize. Do 
we talk about “making the world better” 
on Sunday night, and indulge in question- 
able amusements on Friday night? Is 
causing our brother to stumble going to 
“make the world better”? Can we dance 
and while away youth’s hours in harmful 
pleasures, and expect to be the kind of 
people who, as adults, will be a moral 
and Christian force? Youth is the foun- 
dation-laying time. These things are im- 
portant enough to think over. 

w 

When we are gone from this changing 
scene, will the world be a better and a 
sweeter place because we. have lived 


SCHOOL TIMES 


here? We shall pass through all the 
yaried experiences and fateful contacts 
of this eafth but once. The words we 
say, for good or for ill, can never be re- 
called. 

There aré aching hearts to be healed, 
so let us rather comfort than criticize. 

There are dark corners into which the 
light has never shone: let us bring sweet- 
ness rather than reproach. 

Souls are longing for an ideal which 
they can never realize. Let us not con- 


fute their hope, but let us point them 
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to Christ, the fulfilment of all human de- 
sire, brighter than the images of all 
human dreams. Even to-day he can 
speak to the human heart as he did to 
the foaming waves: “Peace, be still.” To 
bring him to those who so desperately 
need him: that is our task, 


In God’s eternal balance-scales, 
A naked soul weighs more 

Than all earth’s broad and fruitful lands, 
Or all its golden store. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Before you plant 


garden seeds, think! 


LANT only pure-bred seeds. The finest 


You can buy Ferry’s 
Seeds .“‘at the store 
around the corner.”” 
For helpful hints in 
gardening, send for 
Ferry’sSeed Annual; 
tells also how to cook 
the fruits of your 
garden, 


flowers and vegetables of to-day are from 
seeds whose many ancestors were of one 
type, and that type superior to all others. 
For sixty-six years we have been learning 
to apply the laws of heredity to the scientific 
growing of Ferry’s Seeds. 


In the most 


minute details, Ferry’s Seeds are grown te 





meet high standard tests for ability to pro- 
duce sturdy plants, superb flowers or lus- 
cious, tender vegetables. 
these pure-bred seeds is 10 cents per paper. 
Think of the results and you will buy 
Ferry’s pure-bred Seeds—every time. 


D. M. FERRY & CO., Detroit, Mich. 


San Francisco, California 


The price for 


Windsor, Ontario 











Is the Day of Miracles Past? 


Here are 18 stirring missionary chapters that testify emphatically ‘‘ No!” 


Answered or Unanswered ? 


By LOUISA VAUGHAN 
A book that will cheer every Christian worker 


‘*Please send four copies, 
extra copies to loan, 


I ordered a copy. which is fine, and I want the 
I wish every Christian had it,” 


‘* Please send twenty copies, which I want to send to missionaries, 


I only 


wish that every missionary might have a copy of this inspiring book.” 
‘*It*has stirred me to the depths, and I am sure God sent it as a direct mes- 


sage to me.’ 


**I count it a blessing and a ministry to give this book to others.” 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1, postpaid 


Tue Sunpay ScuHoor Times Company, 


- 1031 Walnut Street, PHiLapeELPHIA 
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A* extra Jett Story for every Sun- 
day afternoon in the year, The 
children will enjoy it! 


Mystery — Enjoyment — Instruction 


The Little Jetts 
Telling Bible Stories 


$1.25, postpaid 
Tue Sunpay ScHoo.t Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Lorenz's Easter Music 


Easter Services (New 1923) 


** Baster Bells,’’ Ira B. Wilson. 
"Jo fal Eastertide,’’ for graded Sunday 
ools. 
8 cents per copy, $6.00 per hundred, postpaid. 
Samples sent free upon request, 


Easter Sunday School Cantatas 


S Glory of the Cross,’’ by Lorenz 
ia Li 
Bs inhi 


ross,’’ By Ira B, Wilson. 
ra ‘Wilson. t * 

20 cents net ap uantity. 

Send 20 woes be sample cach of the Three. 


Easter Recitations and Exercises 


‘*Baster Treasury No. 28’' (New 1923) 
25 cents per copy, postpaid. 


Easter Choir Cantatas (New 1923) 


‘Joy after Sorrow,’’ Wilson. 60 cents. 
**The Resurrection Story ,’’ Adams. 6oc. 
Sent on approval upon request. 


Easter Anthems 
Our ten most popular out of over 300 we pub- 
lish sent on approval upon request. 

Easter Solos and Duets 
Our ten most popular out of 100 we publish 
sent on approval if you advance 1o cents for 
postage and packis . Hf you state voice de- 
sired, we will so limit selection. 

Send for free catalog 
Sample and approve offers good only if The Sun- 
day School ‘limes is mentioned. 


Lorenz Publishing Co. 


216 W. Sth St., Dayton, Ohio 
1711 Grand Central Terminal, New York. 


aa REE 


MU 


A postal Supt., Pastor or Committee will bring 
asetot samp! seretine. FREE. 
* BASTER HELPER. NO. 9, 20c 
Book of eR pte Drills, ete. 
_ PLAVIA, or THE MARTYRS, 25c, | 
A Song Story of early Christian Era. 1 his and 
ethers sent for examination on request. 
* PAGEANTRY 
Two Easter Pageants and a Play—25c. 
* These are not sent for examination. 
SPECIA Oc. 

















vices, regular edition, value. . ...2Iic 
3 rant ‘6's © o-ese 6 0 0 © 6 25c 
See Get Bien os ee ae 0 0 0s 20c 
All for 30¢ in stamps. 66c 


BALL-MACK C@., t 2ist & Arch Streets, 
ADAM CEIBEL MUSIC 00. Philadelphia, Pa. 








Easter Services 


Fy. 28 Cents—we will mail you 1o complete 


ster services. 


80 cents—we will mail you 26 complete 
ster services, containing in all 312 pages of 
well selected Easter carols, 


THE TITHING CROSS 


»bears the inscription : Easter Offering, or plain— 
‘ your choice. State which you wish 


92 cents a dozen; $2.40 for so; $4.40 for 100. 
MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 
249 Dock Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


EASTER MUSIC sattects 


To get satisfaction in your Easter program of music 
you will need our New Easter Catalog. Sent free. 
la addition to a complete provision for every kind 
of Easter program the Catalog announces new 

















humorous that (if you sing) you will want to see. 
We will send samples of what you are interested 
im, to be eturned if not a Sit 





FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 ELM STREET, Cincinnati, O. 














6% AND SAFETY 
NO MATTER 
WHERE YOU LIVE 


Just as easy and a whole 
Tot more profitable to do 
business by mail with 
this old, conservative 
Company, which has paid 
6@ for 28 years, as it is to have an account 
with a bank. Interest begins the day we 
receive your remittance and continues 
until your funds are withhrawn. We pay 

6@ on Two-Year Time Certificates. 

s@ on Certificates Payable on Demand. 

Write for Booklet, “64 and Safety.” 


THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 


870 Calvert Bidg., Baltimore, Md. 
Se RE ST 


CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE COURSES 
Enroll now. Use spare time. Hest books. Finest 
Courses. Hundreds stndving. Cir ar Write 
Prof. C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore 


PweOor 
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| cross is God’s judgment on sin. God 


® . Jas condemned the flesh and the world 
| For Family Worship te the cross: in foe Beas. Christ I have 
By the Director of the 


a" ee a a and in the pod 
Gone mission Prayer League 0 rist’s life ive as one cruci, 
| item . with him.” (Mrs. Jessie Penn-Lewis.) 
Thurs.—Acts 2 : 22-28. 
Christ’s Death Foreknown. 
Christ’s death was foreordained of 
Gee (v. 23; wen poe and soremneue 
‘ : of man throu ¢ communicated fore- 
‘Christ Crucified” knowledge of God (Psa. 16:8-10; Isa. 
BisHOP J. C. RYLE’S famous utter-| 53:7, 8). God’s foreknowledge of man 
ance concerning the Cross of Christ, as a sinner moved him to the foreordina- 
cannot be too often repeated or too! tion of his Son as a Saviour. The death 
strongly emphasized : of the former made necessary the death 
“Let others hold forth the terrors of , Of the latter. 
hell and the joys of heaven. Let others} PersonaL Prayer Srimunus: “To 
drench their congregations with teach-| men who are being saved and are walk- 
ings about the sacraments and the church,| ing after Christ, the word of the Cross 
Give me the cross of Christ. This is the| is the power of God. It comes to men 
only lever which has ever turned the| with-guilty consciences, evil lives, weak- 
| world upside down hitherto, and made| ened wills, despairing of peace, or hope, 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
001 Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
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men forsake their sins. And if this will 
not, nothing will. A man may begin! 


} preaching with a perfect knowledge of 


Latin, Greek, and Hebrew; and he will 
do little or no good among his hearers 
unless he knows something of the cross. 


Never was there a minister who did 


much for the conversion of souls who 
did not dwell much on Christ cruci- 
fied. Luther, Rutherford, Whitefield, 
M’Cheyne, were all most eminent 
preachers of the cross. This is the 
preaching that the Holy Ghost delights 
to bless. He loves to honor those who 
honor the cross.” (See 1 Corinthians’ 
1:23; 2:2; Galatians 2: 20.) | 
In the place of the usual Prayer Sug- 
gestions, a Personal Prayer Stimulus is 
given each day this week, centering 
around the cross of Christ. Read pray- 
erfully and apply personally. 
Be ce 
March 12 to 18 
Mon.—Luke 23 : 33-46. Jesus Crucified. 
Says Scofield: “Jesus crucified re- 
vealed the world: ‘The people stood be- 
holding’ in stolid indifference ; the rulers, , 
who wanted religion, but without a cru-| 
cified Christ, ‘reviled’; the brutal mocked | 
or railed; the conscious sinner prayed; | 
the covetous sat before the cross and} 
played their sordid game.” All of this} 
in the presence of the cross! Is it still| 
true? 
PerRsONAL PrAyYER Stimutus: “God' 
has nailed the likeness of my self-life to' 
the cross. The cross is the symbol of | 
degradation and curse. Cursed is every 
one that hangs on the cross. If then God} 
has treated the likeness of my sinful self 
when borne by the sinless Christ, as 
worthy of His curse, how terrible in 
God’s sight it must be for myself to hug 
it, and embrace it, and live tn it!” (The 
Rev. F. B. Meyer.) 
Tues.—Daniel 9 : 24-27: 
Christ’s Death Predicted. 
For a fuller understanding of these re- 
markable verses, read Scofield’s explan- 
atory comments (Reference Bible). 
“Seventy weeks are determined.” “Known 
to God” are his “times and seasons.” 
They are not the haphazard decrees of 
a capricious ruler. Iniquity abounds 
now, but its limit has been set. “One 
week” more, and the present order will 
cease.’ (See Scofield.) : 
PERSONAL PRAYER Stimutus: “Christ 
crucified is the Power of God. When 
his disciples meet the world with the 
plain declaration, ‘Regard us as men 
whom in our Lord you have crucified, 
who are now crucified to you, and whose 
glory it is that we are crucified with 
Him? then the power that wrought in 
Paul may be expected to work in us.” 
(The Rev. Andrew Murray.) 
Wed.—Acts 17: 1-4. 
Christ’s Death Necessary. | 
Paul used Scriptural reasons, not hu- 
man arguments. He did exactly as 
Christ himself had done on a previous 
occasion (Luke 24: 26, 27). His reason- 
ing was twofold: first, that the Scrip- 
tures made plain the necessity of the 
Messiah’s sufferings, death, and resur- 
rection; and second, that “this Jesus” 
must be the Messiah, for he has fulfilled 
every prophesied requirement. 
PerRsOoNAL PRAYER STIMULUS: 





“The 


or purity. It releases them from the 
bondage of evil habits. It cleanses them 
from foul desires. It becomes a new 
energy in their wills.” (The Rev. W. M. 
Clow) ~ 
Fri.—John 10 : 11-18. 

Christ’s Death Voluntary, 

Christ died, not as one vanquished, 
but as one vanquishing; not as a victim, 
but as a victor (Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:14). 
His sufferings and death were voluntary 
and his conflict with Satan victorious; 
and if our death to the flesh and our 
suffering with him are likewise volun- 
tary, we too shall rise victorious over 
every power of the enemy. 

PERSONAL PrAyER StT1imuLus: “As this 
work deepens, as oneness with the dying 
Christ becomes more and more an exper- 
imental reality, so the life increases — 
the living risen Lord manifests his power, 
ard fills the soul with his fulness, The 
believer's true life —that is, the life of 
Christ in him—is a life then that is 
ever springing up out of death.” (The 
Rev. Evan H. Hopkins.) _ 

Sat.—1 Corinthians 11 : 23-29. 
Christ’s Death Commemorated. 

The commemoration of the Lord’s 
death involves the look backward (vs. 
23-26), forward (v. 26), inward -(v. 28), 
outward (v: 30), and upward to the 
Lord for the enabling grace to eat and 
drink “worthily.” How little the Lord’s 
Supper means when it is observed as a 
mere form, and how much when ob- 
served “in spirit and in truth”! 

PersoNAL Prayer Stimutus: “Re- 
member that the power of the Cross is 
irresistible. Pray through all the obsta- 
cles by which the Adversary is blocking 
the path. Get into communication with 
the throne of'God, and hold on, for the 
special need of work or life, though if be 
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(Lesson for March 18) MARCH 3) 1923 


OULD you help 
others see the light 


and at the same time re- 


ceive a generous and safe 
Income from your gift? 


Send for “Bibles and 
Bonds’’— illustrated, . in- 
teresting booklet about 
Annuity Bonds. 

Write for booklet 16 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 











WANTED: 
Evangelical Christian man of education, 


"with experience in newspaper work and ad- 
vertising. Desirable position with large op- 
portunity for usefulness. 
Address M. B. L., 802 Witherspoon Bidg., Phila., Pa.. 
giving references and salary desired. 











Nave’s Topical Bible 
PAY US $1 DOWN AND $1 PER MONTH 


All Scripture arranged according to subjects. 
A STUDY BIBLE 

It is a Bible, Commentary, Dictionary, History, 

Concordance Analysis, and Subject Index’ com- 
ined. Catalogue . ‘Good terms to agents. 
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for days or months, until the victory is| 


won.” (The Rev. Gordon Watt.) 
Sun.—lIsaiah 53 : 3-11. Healed by His Wounds. 
Our iniquities are the stripes which 
fell upon him. The sins of the whole 
worid were in those stripes. And by his 
voluntarily receiving them he provided 
healing for the entire human race, “that 
whosoever believeth in him might not 
perish, but have” now and forever “eter- 
nal tife.” Christ is God’s unfailing rem- 
edy for every human ailment, his perfect 
answer to every true prayer. 
PERSONAL PRAYER STIMULUS: 
“Oh! gracious Lord, how sweet to take from 
Thee 
The daily Cross! 
And know I cannot separate for evermore 
Its gain and loss. 
“The daily Cross is daily loss of all 
That keeps from Thee; 
The daily Cross is daily gain of all 
Thou art for me.” —Bessie Porter. 


[DEFLEXOGRAPH 


STOPS SCRATCH and SURFACE NOISES 


FITS ANY PHONOGRAPH (or Vic- 
trola) using changeable needles. 
Soft, mellow tone. Wonder attach- 
ment filters sound oscillations, pre- 
vents scratchand surface noises en- 
teringsound box. Nometallicnoises. 
31.00 

If not entirely satisfied after trying 
return it and we will cheerfully 
tefund your money. Geld Plated, 
£1.50 postpaid. 

















VANTONE Co. 
Dept. 428, 120 W. 15th St, New York 








te erties Se 





NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 


S. S. LESSON teyen-tese than J 








is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
Don’t miss !t! Marion Lawrance says: **There 
is no other ] like as well."” Sample copy ree. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


WEYMOUTH'S MODERN SPEECH TEST. 


THE BEST MODERN TRANSLATION 
16 Recess 88. Circular on Request 
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19.-'W. Jackson St. 
Chieago 











STEREOPTICON 


FREE TRIAL OFFER 


It you do not have a stereopticon in your Church 
or Sunday School write for our free trial offer, and 





see its wonderful p 





A Library of over 80,000 Lantern 
Slides to select from For Rental or 
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SPECIAL 
Safety Cimema Moving Picture Machines, $150 











WILLIAMS BROWN & EARLE, Inc. 
9918 Chestnut Street, Phila., Penna. 
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